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ALTERNATIVE LEARNING PROGRAM
The Alternative Learning Program (ALP) is designed to facilitate students who are identified by
themselves, their families, guidance counselors and other faculty members as being “at risk” for dropping
out of school. The program emphasizes an active approach to learning which, coupled with a relatively
low teacher-student ratio, enables students who have had limited success within more traditional
classroom settings to experience both academic and personal growth. The successful applicant to the
Alternative Learning Program has the following attributes: a sincere desire to change the direction of
her/his academic experience, a willingness to commit to the goals and rules of the program, and the
ability to invest necessary time and energy toward achieving success.
The student’s school day consists of a combination of ALP classes and appropriate courses chosen from
the regular curriculum. ALP courses are designed to fulfill graduation credit and distribution requirements:
they are deemed Level 2 (college preparatory) in expectations and curriculum. This means they are
equivalent to those offered for students considering college after high school, and appear on the student’s
transcript as such. Course requirements include class work, homework, and class participation. A variety
of formative and summative assessment tools are used, including those common to the content area
departments.
Implicit in the design of the Alternative Learning Program is the awareness of the need for students to
accept responsibility, develop initiative, overcome social anxiety, increase their sense of self-esteem and
participate in class activities in a positive manner. Therefore, instructional strategies will include small
group activities, classroom discussion, individual conferencing, response groups, a variety of
technologies, as well as individually assigned iPads for use both inside and outside the school day.
Students and parents/guardians must sign a contract agreeing to comply with ALP behavioral
expectations, which include a commitment to regular attendance and participation in an outward-bound
type experience. Facilitating students in developing their full potential and in pursuing their post-high
school aspirations are the primary objectives of the Alternative Learning Program.
CONTEMPORARY TEEN ISSUES (831)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
This course is designed specifically for students enrolled in the Alternative Learning Program. Its purpose
is to assist students in coping effectively with life’s challenges, explore their aspirations and lifetime goals,
and to address core issues impacting adolescents and society.
The course provides personal growth opportunities, as well as experiences within a group setting of
engagement and collaboration. Global, national and community issues will be examined, as seen through
the lens of adolescence. Planning for one’s future after high school will also be focal point, with students
being given an opportunity to explore educational and career options via field trips and in cyberspace.
Individual research is emphasized, and students will be required to make both individual and group
presentations regarding their findings. Of prime importance is assisting students in applying what they
have learned to their own lives.
Upon completion of the course, students will be better equipped to understand causes and consequences
of human behavior; better able to cope with their own needs and frustrations; develop a clearer concept
of identity and self-worth; and strive to respect the dignity and worth of every individual.
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ELEMENTS OF NON-FICTION (824)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Elements of Non-fiction focuses on prose based on facts and real-world events and people, including
biography and history. Writing assignments include personal narrative, journal-keeping, letter-writing,
essays, news writing, and biography. Primary texts for the class include selected memoirs, newspaper
articles, professional writings, recounts of historical events, and a variety of biographies.
The course emphasizes the following skills: recognizing the differences as well as the similarities between
nonfiction and fiction; improving writing skills; distinguishing between the various forms of nonfiction and
the reasons for employing them; becoming familiar with and using various literary devices; developing
strategies for generating topics; developing editing accuracy; increasing spelling accuracy; improving
reading comprehension; and expanding vocabulary.
Vocabulary is derived from literature read for class; spelling comes from individual student writing.
UNITED STATES HISTORY I: U.S. History from 1763 to 1900 (833)
Grades 10 -12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Students will examine the historical and intellectual origins of the United States during the Revolutionary
and Constitutional eras. The important political and economic factors that contributed to the Revolution
as well as the consequences of the Revolution, including the writing and key ideas of the U. S.
Constitution, will provide the foundation for this course. Other topics to be studied in U.S. History I will be
America’s westward expansion, the establishment of political parties, and economic and social change in
the new nation. The course will culminate with study of the growth of sectional conflict in the emerging
nation, the resultant Civil War and the consequences of the Civil War, including Reconstruction. The
reading of primary source documents is a key feature of this course.
Students will be asked to develop a variety of skills in an effort to meet the course objectives. Specific
concepts and skills include, but are not limited to: long and short- term cause and effect relationships,
distinguishing fact from opinion, interpretation of historical maps, charts and graphs, distinguishing
intended from unintended consequences, gathering and assessing evidence, historical context and the
language skills necessary to become and independent learner.
Instructional strategies and materials include the use of discussions, readings, role-playing, lectures,
cooperative learning, audio-visual programs, research and computer activities.
INTEGRATED GEOMETRY (871)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: A grade of D- or higher in Integrated Algebra I or teacher recommendation.
This course is similar to the Integrated Geometry course offered by the Mathematics Department and
fulfills the same requirements.
Topics studied include concepts in plane geometry such as angle relationships, circles, similarity and
congruence correspondences, geometric constructions, and coordinate geometry as well as systems of
linear equations and inequalities, power models, symbolic manipulation of polynomial and rational
expressions, properties of space-figures including area and volume and the ability to work with and
estimate radicals.
Four dimensions of understanding are emphasized: carrying out various algorithms with increasing skill,
developing and using mathematical properties and relationships, applying mathematics to realistic
situations and representing or picturing mathematical concepts.
Classroom activities will include teacher and student explanations and class discussions of concepts,
techniques and homework problems.
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INTEGRATED ALGEBRA II AND TRIGONOMETRY (834)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: A grade of D- or higher in Integrated Geometry.
This course is similar to the Integrated Algebra II and Trigonometry course offered by the Mathematics
Department and fulfills the same requirements.
Topics include work with trigonometric ratios and circles, multiple-variable models, algebraic relations and
functions, formal reasoning and deduction as well as further work with linear, exponential, power, and
periodic models.
Four dimensions of understanding are emphasized: carrying out various algorithms with increasing skill,
developing and using mathematical properties and relationships, applying mathematics to realistic
situations and representing or picturing mathematical concepts.
Classroom activities will include teacher and student explanations and class discussions of concepts,
techniques and homework problems.

CONCEPTS OF ECOLOGY (855)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
This course is designed to provide students with information regarding the importance of the interaction
between the biological and physical components in the natural world.
Topics include factors in the physical environment, intraspecific and interspecific relationships among
species, population studies and vegetative communities. Ultimately, the goal is for the student to
synthesize these components and recognize their broader applications to any ecosystem. Emphasis is
also placed upon the commonalities and differences among a variety of ecosystems. The underlying
objective of this course is for students to recognize that ecosystems are dynamic systems resulting from
the continuous interaction of the physical and biological worlds.
Students develop an understanding of the complexity and continually changing nature of ecosystems and
are also expected to develop the skills and thought processes necessary for assessing the basic health of
any ecosystem. In addition, students learn to make reasonable predictions about the impact of humans
upon such ecosystems. Finally, students acquire the skills necessary to organize, sort and analyze
information and utilize this information to make reasonable inferences about the natural world.
Methods of instruction include class discussions, demonstrations, laboratory activities and reports, field
trips, internet and library research.
PLEASE NOTE!!!
activities!!!

Students enrolled in this class are expected to participate in numerous outdoor
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ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS (856)
Grades 10-12: Level 1
(Semester) .50 credits
Organizational Skills is a course offered by ALP staff that is similar to that offered by the Special
Education Department, the Student Support Center. It is intended to teach students student about their
own learning styles and how to apply that knowledge to enjoy successes. The class also provides
students the opportunity to build up - in some cases, develop - the study skills frequently lacking in
students whose academic careers have been uneven.
Every class begins with students planning and organizing their study materials, followed by a consultation
with the instructor, where work is prioritized. Students then engage in independent work on homework
and classwork, with tutorial help from the instructor, as needed. Each class closes with students
summarizing that day’s accomplishments and assessing that day’s performance.
Organizational Skills/Student Support Center (SSC) Organizational Skills is a Pass/Fail course; students
are required to complete and maintain a daily class log, which will be the basis for formative evaluation on
an ongoing basis, as well as the summative evaluation at term’s end.
Students are expected to be in class every single day, equipped with those materials needed to
accomplish their work. Students are expected to manage their time well; be respectful of the learning
environment; and complete their assignments in a timely manner.
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APPLIED TECHNOLOGY CURRICULUM CHART

MAJOR ELECTIVES
Intro Computer Prog
Gr 8-12
Level 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Honors Comp Sci
Gr 10-12
Lev H
Year
1.50 Cr
AP Computer Science Principles
Gr 11-12
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

INTEREST ELECTIVES
Robotics
Gr 9-12
Level 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Robotic Prototyping
Gr 9-12
Level 2/H
Sem
.50 Cr
Year
1.50 Cr

Competition Robotics
Gr 10-12
Level 2/H
Sem
.75 Cr
Year
1.50 Cr

Graphic Design I
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Graphic Design II
Gr 9-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Graphic Design III
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.75 Cr

Web Design I
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Web Design II
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Design CAD
Gr 8-9
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Sports Marketing
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr
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Design for
Social Media
Design for
DY

Design for
Community

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY
Computers and communications technology have become an integral part of our everyday life. Business,
science, entertainment and virtually all other forms of human endeavor routinely involve the use of
computers and computer related technology. Our goal is to educate students with a solid foundation in
both the practical and theoretical aspects of today’s ever-changing technology. Graduates will be
prepared to effectively use technology in post high school careers and/or higher education.
The use of applied technology in the business area will help prepare students to meet the challenges of a
society that is dependent on data information. Computer technology will be integrated into classroom
activities to assist the students in their school work and to help students gain skills and facility in using
many of the major software tools. Broad-based content and transferable skills will be emphasized along
with the attitudes necessary to pursue educational and career goals. Courses are designed to include
multiple uses of technology where emphasis will be placed on analyzing, understanding and solving
problems. Critical thinking skills will be developed in tandem with technical skills.
Final course offerings are dependent upon student enrollment numbers and teacher availability.
MAJOR INTEREST ELECTIVES
HONORS COMPUTER SCIENCE (529)
Grades 10-12: Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: C or higher in Integrated Algebra and/or teacher recommendation
Honors Computer Science is offered to students who are motivated and interested in learning how to
program. The course is designed to develop and enhance critical thinking and problem-solving skills
through hands-on programming projects. Students will be taught the fundamentals of programming, or the
basic building blocks found in all languages. Students will be exposed to and learn several programming
languages, ranging from web-based, interpreted languages to full, compiled application development.
Additionally, the students will learn how to use several industry standard software development packages.
Students planning a career in computer science, engineering, information systems, mathematics, science
and business will greatly benefit from taking this course.
Topics include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Web languages and design structures
Scripting languages
Object-based and Object-Oriented languages
Binary and hexadecimal number systems
Writing well-structured code, with good style and documentation.
Programming building blocks: variables, functions, decision structures, arrays, arithmetic /
relational / logical operators, iterative loops, data structures, and error handling.
The responsible and ethical use of computer systems.

This course is a prerequisite for Advanced Placement Computer Science and Robotics III.
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AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES (539)
Grades 11-12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites: Students need to have successfully completed first year high school algebra. B or better
in Computer Science
The AP Computer Science Principles course is designed to be equivalent to a first- semester introductory
college computing course. In this course, students will develop computational thinking skills vital for
success across all disciplines, such as using computational tools to analyze and study data and working
with large data sets to analyze, visualize, and draw conclusions from trends. The course engages
students in the creative aspects of the field by allowing them to develop computational artifacts based on
their interests. Students will also develop effective communication and collaboration skills by working
individually and collaboratively to solve problems, and will discuss and write about the impacts these
solutions could have on their community, society, and the world.
INTEREST ELECTIVES
DESIGN CONCEPTS AND CAD (526)
Grades 8-9: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit
Design Concepts and CAD is offered to all eighth and ninth grade students who are interested in getting a
glimpse inside the exciting field of Engineering. No previous computer experience is required. The course
is designed to develop and enhance critical thinking, problem-solving, mathematics, and science skills.
Students will learn drafting basics including mechanical and architectural design. The students will learn
to represent objects in 3D by making isometric and orthographic diagrams. Students will then learn how
to use software to create the same types of designs digitally.
In addition to the design curriculum, the students will also work on a set of case studies published by
“National Center for Technological Literacy” which is sponsored by the “Boston Museum of Science”. The
case studies present real engineers who are creatively solving real world problems. The case studies
challenge students to practice their engineering skills and come up with their own creative solutions to
similar problems.
GRAPHIC DESIGN I (527/503)
Grades (8-9) / (10-12): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit
This course will study visual perception through the use of color and design. Emphasis will be placed on
the elements of design and learning how colors interact with each other. Through the use of the Adobe
Design Creative Suite students will learn skills in Adobe Photoshop, InDesign, and Illustrator. Students
will explore the theories of graphic design while designing and producing several real world projects.
GRAPHIC DESIGN II (504)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit
Prerequisite: C- or better in Graphic Design I
Graphic Design II continues the study of visual perception through the use of color and design. Emphasis
will be placed on personal design style. Learning will focus on long term themed projects.
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GRAPHIC DESIGN III (506)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75
Graphic Design III expands on the skills built in Graphic Design I and II. Students will focus on the power
of designing for social media, school related design and promotion and working with community
members. Students are encouraged to think critically and creatively to push themselves to do their best
and build their talents.
GRAPHIC AND JOURNALISTIC DESIGN (540)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75
Journalistic Design is an upper level course for students who have successfully completed Graphic
Design I and Web Design I and/or recommendation from a teacher. This course will focus on producing
school publications, promotions and social media through web, design and creative thinking.
INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER PROGRAMMING (597/509)
Grades (8-9) / (10-12): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit
Introduction to Computer Programming is designed to introduce students to the breadth of the field of
computer science through an exploration of engaging and accessible topics. Rather than focusing the
entire course on learning particular software tools or programming languages, the course is designed to
focus the conceptual ideas of computing and help students understand why certain tools or languages
might be utilized to solve particular problems.
The goal of Introduction to Computer Programming is to develop in students the computational thinking
practices of algorithm development, problem solving and programming within the context of problems that
are relevant to the lives of today’s students. Students will also be introduced to topics such as interface
design, limits of computers as well as societal and ethical issues.
Instructional units will include Human Computer Interaction, Problem Solving, Web Design, Introduction to
Programming, Computing and Data Analysis, Robotics, Interface Design, Societal and Ethical Issues.
The standards used for the Introduction to Computer Programming curriculum are based on the topics
and goals outlined in the Model Curriculum for K-12 Computer Science (2006) developed by the ACM K12 task force curriculum committee and the National Science Foundation.
ROBOTICS (986/522)
Grades (8-9) / (10-12): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit
This hands-on course is designed to introduce students to the world of mechanical engineering and
programming through an exploration of robotics. Students will engage in activities through hands on
projects. Successful completion of this course includes inquiry on past and present robots, researching
the engineering design process, understanding fundamental engineering theories, studying the IPO
model, examining basic robotic concepts, and constructing functional prototypes.
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ROBOTIC PROTOTYPING (508)
Grades 9 -12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit
Prerequisites: successful completion of Robotics and Intro to Computer Programming
This hands-on course is designed to increase knowledge and skills in mechanical engineering and
programming through robotics. Students will engage in activities through hands on projects. Successful
completion of this course includes analyzing present and emerging robots, understanding the engineering
design process, utilizing the IPO model, applying engineering theories and basic circuitry concepts,
formulating relevant programming, and constructing original prototypes to meet specific criteria.
ROBOTIC PROTOTYPING (555)
Grades 10-12: Level: Honors
(Year) 1.50 credit
Honors Option: Robotic Prototyping is for highly motivated student who demonstrate skills necessary to
innovate, develop, write functional code, and troubleshoot circuits and prototypes. This option is for
students who exhibit a high interest in engineering. Students must be able to work independently and
maintain sustained focus. Responsibility for individual learning must be a priority for students to succeed
in honors level robotics courses. Students at the honors level utilize the similar concepts and projects as
level two, but explore concepts in greater depth. Research topics are assigned for homework.
COMPTETION ROBOTICS (623)/(624)
Grades 10-12: Level 2/H
(Year) 1.50 credit
(Semester) .75 credit (625)
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Robotic Prototyping and Honors Computer Science. Teacher
recommendation.
This hands-on course surveys the design, processing, and movements of humanoid robots. Course
goals are to advance students in analysis, engineering, and programming through the study and
development of human-like robots. Students will engage in activities through research, analysis, and
hands-on projects. Successful completion of this course includes evaluating present and futuristic humanlike robots, integrating the Engineering Design Process, researching reverse engineering techniques,
critiquing humanoid components and functionality, devising relevant programming, and developing
original prototypes that meet real-life and conceptual needs.
Honors Option: The honors-level course is for highly motivated students who demonstrate skills
necessary to innovate, develop, write functional code, and troubleshoot prototypes. This option is for
students who exhibit a high interest in practical engineering. Students must be able to work independently
and maintain sustained focus. Students at the honors level utilize the similar concepts and projects as
level two, but explore concepts in greater depth. Research topics are assigned for homework.
SPORTS MARKETING (507)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit
Sports and Entertainment Marketing focuses on promoting Dennis-Yarmouth Regional School High
School athletics and events on a school and community level. Students will be learning marketing and
management skills that can be applied within sporting and entertainment events and venues. This course
will help students develop key skills related to marketing and design and their direct application and
response within our community.
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WEB DESIGN I (523)(519)
Grades (8-9) / (10-12): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Graphic Design I
This course is offered to expand and enrich the student’s education using state-of-the-art technologies.
Learning will be collaborative, hands-on and project based. Problem solving, organizational skills,
creativity, and a positive attitude toward technology are key components to the students’ success in this
course. Projects will involve creating, publishing, and evaluating web sites that adhere to web standards.
Key elements of web authoring—site design, tables, creating and maintaining hyperlinks, graphics
manipulation (including editing of images), interactive features, and site management—will be the core
topics in this course.
Each student must:




complete an evaluation of a selected website
design, implement, publish, maintain and present an original web site
maintain a portfolio of projects and self-evaluations
WEB DESIGN II (520)
Grades 9-12 Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit

Prerequisite: A grade of C+ or higher in Web Design I or permission of the instructor
This course is offered to expand the student’s knowledge of Web Design. Having completed Web Design
I the student has gained a strong background in the use of HTML coding and an industry standard web
authoring software. In Web Design II we will spend a brief amount of time reviewing these concepts via
lecture and mini projects before moving ahead. Learning will be hands-on project based learning
focusing on the advanced understanding of web site design.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION (ELE)
The English Language Education (ELE) program is available to students whose first language is a
language other than English and who are unable to perform ordinary classroom work in English. A
student classified as an English learner (EL) will receive English as a second language (ESL) instruction
in English Language Development (ELD) classes and Sheltered Content Instruction (SCI), also called
Sheltered English Immersion (SEI) instruction. English Language Learner- Content Support (ELL-CS)
classes provide tutorial assistance in other content subject areas. In SCI classes emphasis is placed
upon the development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in English. The overall goal is to
enable limited English proficient students to function independently in an English-speaking classroom and
community.
SCI classes include approaches, strategies and methodologies to make the content of lessons more
comprehensible and to promote the development of academic language needed to successfully master
content standards. Instruction is based on district-level content area curriculum that is aligned to the
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and that integrates components of the WIDA ELD standards
frameworks.
English Language Development (ELD) instruction provides explicit, direct, and systematic instruction to
learn the English language and is intended to promote second language acquisition and English language
proficiency. It includes learning outcomes in the four language domains: speaking, listening, reading, and
writing. ELD instruction is tailored to the students’ English language proficiency levels and is based on
district-level ESL curriculum and integrates components of the WIDA ELD standards frameworks and the
Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The ELE program’s primary responsibility is to educate its students to communicate in society and
prepare all students for mainstream English classes, college and career readiness.
The curriculum and instruction will help students make connections and recognize patterns in order to
construct meaning from text. In class, students will work with partners, in small groups, as well as
independently, to complete readings, writings, and present projects. Learning experiences will allow
students to become proficient in English and develop group skills including the ability to collaborate,
negotiate, and behave in a respectful manner.
Students will interpret the meaning of non-fiction and fiction literary works and media Students will be
encouraged to develop a further appreciation of literature through recreational reading. Students will learn
to write Standard English in a grammatically acceptable and well-organized manner for a variety of
purposes and audiences.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 1 (748)
Grades 8-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
This class introduces non-English proficient students to the English language and American culture.
Students will learn to read, write, and speak English through various activities, dialogues, and readings.
Students will become familiar with school procedures and activities.
Students will learn the English sound system, basic grammatical structures as well as writing conventions.
Vocabulary lessons are generated from the themes, readings, and literature studied.
This course is designed for students identified at the beginning levels of oral language, listening skills,
reading, and writing in English. Students may have varying levels of academic proficiency in their primary
language.
Students may become familiar with the MCAS exam’s format and practice writing and reading strategies
using rubrics and exemplars provided by the state.
Instructional methods include pairing, small and large group collaboration, discussions, and use of audio
and visual media.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 2 (749)
Grades 8-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
This class is for newly-arrived English speakers with advanced beginning to low intermediate level
English skills, as well as former non-English proficient students who have gained some mastery of basic
communicative skills in English.
Students will continue to improve their English proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing
through the areas of academic language, grammar, literature, spelling, written and oral presentations.
Vocabulary lessons are generated through content readings in English, science, social studies, and
mathematics.
English Learners (ELs) will gain more complex communicative proficiency in the English language
through reading, speaking, listening, and writing activities. Students will use prior knowledge to
understand text or visual media. ELs will develop literacy skills that will prepare them to read literature
assigned to their English-speaking peers.
Students will become familiar with the MCAS exam’s format and practice writing and reading strategies
using rubrics and exemplars provided by the state.
Students will continue to develop an understanding of English grammatical structure as well as writing
conventions for more complex assignments. They will explain concepts and opinions explored in text and
make oral presentations.
Instructional methods include pairing, small and large group collaboration, discussions, use of audio and
visual media.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 3 (750)
Grades 8-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
This class is designed to engage English Learners (ELs) in higher-level speaking, listening and writing
experiences based upon a variety of readings such as short stories, drama excerpts, non-fiction and
fiction, novels, and essays.
Students will explore prior experiences to understand text and learn about literature through the
exploration of various genres. Vocabulary studied will be generated from the literature. Students will
practice note-taking skills.
Students will actively respond to a variety of texts through integrated writing, speaking, and listening
activities. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions about context, events, characters, and
setting in literature read in class.
Students will learn about the elements of composition and the conventions of the English language
through students’ writings and outside reading. Students will write carefully organized compositions and
essays that can be supported by factual evidence and examples.
Students will become familiar with the MCAS exam’s format and practice writing and reading strategies
using rubrics and exemplars provided by the state.
Instructional methods include pairing, small and large group collaboration, discussions, reader’s theater,
and the use of audio and visual media.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 4 and 5 (774) (773)
Grades 8-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
This class is designed to engage English Learners (ELs) in higher-level speaking, writing, and listening
exercises based largely upon a variety of readings in essays, novels, short stories, and drama. Students
will expand their vocabulary, make inferences and draw conclusions about context, characters, events,
and setting in literature read in class. Students will learn how to identify unfamiliar vocabulary through
word derivations, multiple meanings, and context.
Students will demonstrate and practice writing through journal responses, essays and compositions.
Students are expected to write for a variety of audiences and purposes. Students will analyze and revise
their own work to further develop the piece of writing, improve meaning, and sharpen its focus by adding
and deleting details or explanations. Students will have the opportunity to improve oral communication
skills through formal and informal presentations using a variety of available technology and media.
Students will assess their progress through reflective responses.
Students will become familiar with the MCAS exam’s format and practice writing and reading strategies
using rubrics and exemplars provided by the state.
Instructional methods include pairing, small and large group collaboration, discussions, reader’s theater,
and the use of audio and visual media.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS – CONTENT SUPPORT
Content Support 1 (769)
Content Support 2 (771)
Grades 8-12: Level 1
(Semester) 0.75 credits
This class is designed to support the English Learners (ELs) in content subject matter of English,
Mathematics, Social Studies, Sciences, and related courses. Students will expand academic vocabulary
through short non-fictional and fictional readings, and academic materials. Vocabulary lessons are
generated through content readings in English, science, social studies, and mathematics.
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English Curriculum Chart

Gr 8

English 8
Standard
Year

English 8
Gr 8
Advanced
Year

English 9
Gr 9
Year

Lev 2
1.50 Cr

English 9
Gr 9
Year

Lev H
1.50 Cr

English 10
Gr 10
Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr

English 11
Gr 11
Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr

English 12
Gr 12
Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr

English 10

English 11

English 12
Gr 12
Lev H
Year
1.50 Cr

Gr 10
Year

Lev H
1.50 Cr

Gr 11
Year

Lev H
1.50 Cr

AP Lang/Comp
Gr 11
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

Humanities
Gr 12
Lev 2/H
Sem
.75 Cr
Writing for College
Gr 12
Lev2/H
Sem
.75 Cr

AP Lit/Comp
Gr 12
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

INTEREST ELECTIVES

Grades 8 & 9

Grades 10 - 12

Film Production
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Literature and Film
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Adv. Film Prod
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Communications
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Communications
Gr 8-9
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Bible as Literature
Gr 9-12
Lev H
Sem
.75 Cr

The Graphic Novel
Gr 8-9
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Greek Mythology
Gr 9-12
Lev 2/H
Sem
.75 Cr

Film Production
Gr 8-9
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Poetry
Gr 9-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Journalism
Gr 10-12
Lev 2/H
Year
1.50 Cr

Creative Writing
Gr 8-9
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Sports Lit
Gr 9-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Broadcast Tech
Gr 9-12
Lev 2/H
Year
1.50 Cr
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Creative Writing
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

ENGLISH
The English department’s primary responsibility is to educate its students to communicate in society and
prepare all students for college and career readiness. To fulfill that responsibility, the department’s
instruction and curriculum helps students to develop skills to communicate and present ideas clearly and
persuasively. Incorporating the Common Core State Standards through the Massachusetts Curriculum
Frameworks for English Language Arts and Literacy, students will become college and career ready by
learning to demonstrate independence, building strong content knowledge, responding to the varying
demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline, comprehending as well as critiquing, valuing
evidence, using technology and digital media strategically and capably, and learning to understand other
perspectives and cultures.
The curriculum and instruction will help students to develop increased abilities to make connections and
to recognize patterns in order to construct meaning. In English classes, students will devise appropriately
challenging projects, establish specific goals, proposed timetables and outcomes, and work
independently to complete and present their projects.
Students will be taught to detect bias, recognize patterns, weigh evidence, evaluate arguments, make
connections, recognize and be able to think through cause and effect relationships to make sensible
independent judgments and draw conclusions. Learning experiences will enable students to become
proficient in effective group skills including the ability to collaborate, negotiate, and behave in a respectful
and tolerant manner.
Students will interpret the meaning of literary works, both fiction and non-fiction, films and media through
appropriate analytical techniques. Literature and authors reflect racial, ethnic and cultural diversity. The
works studied will present real dilemmas faced by human beings. Students are encouraged to extend
their appreciation of literature into other course work as well as recreational reading.
Literature also constitutes the basis for writing either as a study model or thinking response. Writing is
both a means of developing fluency and a tool for learning. Students learn to write Standard English in a
grammatically acceptable, coherent and well-organized manner for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Teacher, peer and self-evaluation assessment practices include, but are not limited to, quizzes, tests,
exhibitions, portfolios and performance-based tasks that require both skill and content knowledge. These
assessments will be evaluated using common rubrics. In all English courses, students will receive
multiple opportunities to work towards proficiency in the following D-Y Learning Expectations:
communicating appropriately and effectively through reading, writing, and oral presentation.
th

8 GRADE – ENGLISH (061/062)
Grade 8: Standard and Advanced
(Year)
In grade eight, students receive multiple opportunities to work towards proficiency in the following D-Y
Learning Expectations: communicating appropriately and effectively through reading, writing, listening,
and oral presentation. Additionally, students are encouraged to work towards academic independence
through self-advocacy.
Reading in grade eight includes a variety of genres and is comprised of both independent and community
reading experiences. Aligned to the Common Core, the grade eight curriculum provides a challenging and
rigorous balance of informational and literary texts that increase in complexity over the course of the year.
Grade eight texts include: Night, Call of the Wild, The Outsiders, The World is Flat, The Diary of Anne
Frank (play), and a sampling of medieval novels that align with the social studies curriculum. A variety of
supplementary materials are presented in multiple modalities in order to support student literacy and
provide historical context for each unit. Students will be expected to analyze the purpose of information
presented in diverse media and formats and evaluate the motives behind its presentation.
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Writing assessments require students to write for a variety of purposes and audiences. Assignments
include reflective journals, the “This I Believe” personal essay, a persuasive research essay, reading logs,
constructing and deconstructing arguments through writing, and other short and long writing
assessments. Through the use of technology, students will aim to produce writing that presents the
relationships between information and ideas 16efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others. Students will begin learning and practicing the skills necessary to meet the English Department’s
Research and Grammar Skills Benchmarks.
Students will become familiar with the Next Generation MCAS exam’s format through practice testing and
teacher-led review of rubrics and exemplars provided by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education.
Vocabulary instruction is structured around acquiring both domain specific and academic vocabulary as it
relates to complex text.
ENGLISH 9 (001/002)
Grade 9: Level 2/Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Literature studied in grade nine is world literature, written by predominantly North American and
European authors. The anthology is Responding to Literature, Orange Edition. The major units are the
novel, short story, non-fiction, poetry, and Shakespearean drama. Principles of the Communication Model
are learned and demonstrated in informational speeches.
Vocabulary lessons are generated from the literature studied. Compositions assigned on a regular basis
may be either literature or non-literature based. Students will become familiar with the Next Generation
MCAS exam’s format and practice writing and reading strategies using the rubrics and exemplars
provided by the state.
Students begin learning and practicing the skills to meet the English Department’s Research and
Grammar Skills benchmarks. Students are encouraged to develop a positive attitude toward
implementing study skills, enjoying literature, improving writing skills and expanding vocabulary. Writing is
integral in the process of learning, thinking and communicating. Students will exhibit correct standard
English in oral and written communication.
Instructional methods include small and large group discussions, writing partnerships and response
groups, oral reports, audio-visual materials and lecture. Mechanics and grammar are taught from
composition assignments and oral responses.
Honors Option: Honors English 9 is for highly motivated students who demonstrate the skills necessary
to analyze and understand as well as exhibit an appreciation for literature. Their attitude and performance
reflect a sense of responsibility in written and oral expression and a desire to excel. Students at the
honors level examine the same themes as level 2 students and occasionally use different literary
selections.
ENGLISH 10 (005/006)
Grade 10: Level 2/Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Literature studied in grade ten is written by predominantly twentieth-century authors. The anthology is
Responding to Literature, Blue Edition. Literature includes the novel, short story,
biography/autobiography, non-fiction, poetry, modern drama, Shakespearean drama and the media. The
major theme of English 10 is retaining an individual identity while also thriving as a member of society.
Key terms are identity, empathy, justice, mercy, legacy and responsibility.
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In this course, students receive multiple opportunities to work towards proficiency in the following D-Y
Learning Expectations: communicating appropriately and effectively through reading, writing, and oral
presentation. To reach proficiency in writing, students will complete open response questions, process
pieces, and timed writes. The focus is on writing and supporting thesis statements with evidence as well
as improving fluency. To reach proficiency in reading, students actively read poems, short stories, and
novels. When actively reading, students find main ideas, compare and contrast, detect bias, make
connections, and build vocabulary. To reach proficiency in oral presentation, students learn to establish a
purpose, organize thoughts, speak clearly and expressively, and maintain effective physical expression.
Vocabulary studied is generated from the literature. Compositions assigned on a regular basis may be
either literature or non-literature based. Students will present a minimum of three formal speeches.
Students are encouraged to develop a positive attitude toward implementing study skills, enjoying
literature, improving writing skills and expanding vocabulary. Writing is integral in the process of learning,
thinking and communicating.
Students will exhibit correct standard English in oral and written communication and use MLA format in
research projects and preparing essays and be assessed using school-wide rubrics. Students work
towards developing independence in these skills as required to be college and career ready. Students will
become familiar with the Next Generation MCAS exam’s format and practice writing and reading
strategies using the rubrics and exemplars provided by the state.
Students continue learning and practicing the skills to meet the English Department’s Research Skills and
Grammar Skills benchmarks which correspond to Common Core State Standards. Instructional methods
include small and large group discussions, writing partnerships and response groups, oral reports, audiovisual materials and lecture. Mechanics and grammar are taught from composition assignments and oral
responses.
Honors Option: Honors English 10 is for highly motivated students who demonstrate the skills
necessary to analyze and understand as well as exhibit an appreciation for literature. Their attitude and
performance reflect a sense of responsibility in written and oral expression and a desire to excel.
Students at the honors level examine the same themes as level 2 students, occasionally using different
literary selections.
ENGLISH 11 (009/010)
Grade 11: Level 2/Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
English 11 encompasses a cultural and thematic study of American literature through the examination of
novels, plays, short stories, essays, and poetry. In coordination with the Massachusetts Curriculum
Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy, the course will address language, literature,
composition and media skills.
Students will read selected works by some of the following authors: Arthur Miller, Mark Twain, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Zora Neale Hurston, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Kate Chopin, Harriet Jacobs, Frederick Douglass,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, J.D. Salinger, and Amy Tan. In addition, selections may be
taken from the anthology Responding to Literature, American Edition. Students will learn to read for
understanding, including explanation, interpretation, connection, perspective, empathy and selfknowledge.
Students are expected to write for a variety of purposes and audiences. Assignments may include:
reader-response journals, personal essays, literary analyses, and expository essays. A central
component of the writing program includes an argumentative research paper formatted in MLA style.
Students will also engage in college preparation assignments such as: writing college essays and writing
timed SAT style essays. Students will have the opportunity to improve oral communication skills through
formal and informal presentations using a variety of available technology and media. They will also refine
discussion and reasoning skills throughout the course.
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Students will learn how to identify unfamiliar vocabulary through word derivation and context. Teachers
will provide supplementary vocabulary generated from the class texts. Students continue learning and
practicing the skills to meet the English Department’s Research and Grammar Skills benchmarks.
Instructional methods include small and large group discussions, reader’s theater, writing partnerships
and response groups, oral reports, audio-visual materials and lecture. Mechanics and grammar are
taught from composition assignments and oral responses. Students will be expected to set personal
academic goals and assess their progress through reflective responses and a final exam portfolio that
addresses their growth over time.
Honors Option: Honors English 11 is for highly motivated students who demonstrate the skills
necessary to analyze and understand as well as exhibit an appreciation for literature. Their attitude and
performance reflect a sense of responsibility in written and oral expression and a desire to excel.
AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION (017)
Grade 11: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
This course is designed for students who enjoy readings in various kinds of expository and argumentative
prose and the study of language in the genre of prose. Students engage in becoming skilled readers of
prose written during a variety of periods and in different disciplines and rhetorical contexts. Students will
become skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Student writing will be commensurate with
their readings as they will write in a variety of forms including narrative, exploratory, expository and
argumentative and on a range of subjects. The goal is to read complex texts and to write fluent prose rich
with insight and evidence. Students will identify writers’ strategies and then practice them. Study of
fiction and poetry focuses on rhetorical and linguistic conventions.
Attitudes stressed include an appreciation of reading challenging texts and sophisticated rhetorical styles
and a sense of responsibility in written and oral expression. Skills emphasize reading with heightened
comprehension; developing evaluative and analytical skills; implementing effective group discussion
techniques; and writing clear, coherent and insightful prose for a variety of purposes and audiences.
ENGLISH 12 (013/014)
Grade 12: Level 2/Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
English 12 is a cultural and thematic survey of world literature through the twentieth century. Students will
read selected works by authors such as Thomas Hardy, Charlotte and Emily Bronte, Hermann Hesse,
Franz Kafka, Julia Alvarez, Paulo Coelho, and William Shakespeare. Genres include the novel, poetry,
drama, short stories, biographies, autobiographies, journals, personal essays, and articles. Learning
experiences include tracing the patterns and thematic similarities of various world cultures in order for
students to make connections between their own life experiences and the world around them.
Vocabulary is generated from the literature studied. Compositions assigned on a regular basis are both
literature and non-literature based. A word-processed cultural and literary analytical essay in MLA format
is the final product of a research unit. An essay unit culminates in the generation of a personal essay
appropriate for future college admissions. Students will practice strategies to help them read critically and
think analytically.
Writing is integral to the process of learning, thinking and communicating. Students are encouraged to
develop a positive attitude toward implementing study skills, enjoying literature, improving writing skills
and expanding vocabulary. All major assignments should be word processed in MLA format. Students will
exhibit correct standard English in oral and written communication and use MLA format in research
projects and preparing essays. All work will be assessed using common department and school-wide
rubrics.
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Students continue learning and practicing the skills to meet the English Department’s Research and
Grammar Skills benchmarks which correspond to the expectations set out in the Common Core State
Standards.
Instructional methods include small and large group discussions, reader’s theater, writing partnerships
and response groups, oral reports, audio-visual materials and lecture. Mechanics and grammar are
taught from composition assignments and oral responses.
Honors Option: Honors English 12 is for highly motivated students who demonstrate the skills
necessary to analyze, understand and exhibit an appreciation for literature and language. Their attitude
and performance reflect a sense of responsibility and creativity in written and oral expression. Honors
English 12 moves at a more accelerated pace than the level 2 course but it is not as demanding as
Advanced Placement English.
AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION (015)
Grade 12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
Advanced Placement English emphasizes the development of skills in critical reading of imaginative
literature: poetry, drama, novels, short stories, and in writing about literature. The course is for students
up for the challenge of college level work. Most classes are conducted in seminar format.
The short-term goal is preparing students for success on the Advanced Placement English Examination
in Literature and Composition, administered by the Educational Testing Service for The College Board in
May. Important long term goals include providing students the opportunity to learn at a pace
commensurate with their ability; to engage students with intellectually mature material; to refine reading
and writing skills; and to encourage life-long habits of reading, writing and thinking.
Learning activities include complete and close reading of literary texts, evaluation and analysis of literary
works, active class participation and group discussion. Writing is integral to the study of learning, thinking
and communicating. Students will practice for the AP Exam with released AP: Literature and Composition
exams from previous years. They will respond to and analyze multiple choice questions from these
exams. Students are strongly advised to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May, and those
who do so will be exempt from the course final examination.
HUMANITIES (072/073)
Grade 12: Level 2 and Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
This course surveys three major types of creative expression in the Western world (art, music, and
literature) during the Renaissance and its relationship to the 21st century. Specific styles and/or periods
to be studied include the Renaissance, the Baroque age, the Enlightenment, the Romantic age and the
Modern age. Influences on Western Art from Asia, Africa and South America will also be explored.
Designed for college bound students interested in the connections between creative expression and
history, this course emphasizes the development of analysis as well as understanding works and styles of
art, music and literature in relation to their cultural context. Students learn how art, music and literature
reflect the prevailing values and customs of a given historical period as well as how they influence other
aspects of society and culture. The Humanities also attempts to instill an appreciation for art, music and
literature as a medium of self-expression that has helped shape history.
Learning and instructional methods include lecture, discussion, hands on activities, reading, reporting,
writing, listening and field trips to galleries and museums. Content is presented through a primary text,
videos, PowerPoint presentations, Internet access, film, CD’s, DVD’s, additional books, as well as virtual
museum tours. While Humanities is an academic course with no studio component, it is especially
recommended for students planning careers in the visual arts.
Honors Option: Regular classroom leadership, additional reading, presentation and homework
assignments will be expected for students to earn honors credit.
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WRITING FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS (045)
Grade 12: Level 2
(Semester) .75 Credits
Do you ever wish you could write more clearly and concisely? Are you the type of person that is able to
explain a process or send a message in a straightforward manner? Do you have an appreciation for
learning and information? If these questions appeal to you, then Professional Writing might be for you. In
the process of becoming a more professional writer, students will focus on such 21st century skills as
systems thinking, critical analysis and problem solving, strategic development, and technical evaluation.
The purpose of professional writing is to enable readers to use a technology, understand a process or
concept, or to deliver a clear and succinct message. Simply put, professional writing is done for the
purpose of educating, informing or directing. In professional writing the subject matter is more important
than the writer's voice; technical writing style uses an objective, rather than a subjective tone.
The main characteristics of professional writing are: 1) Purpose, 2) Knowledge of topic, 3) Audience, 4)
Criteria for evaluation, and 5) Statistical and graphic support. Often, the main purpose of professional
writing is to accomplish a task within a group or organization (completing a project, persuading a
customer, or delivering straight-forward information, etc.) Information is often times supported by the use
of statistical and graphic support that is frequently used to explain existing conditions, popular trends and
to present alternative courses of action. This course will develop writing skills for cover letters, formal
emails, articles and more.
INTEREST ELECTIVES
CREATION TO MODERNIZATION (071)
Grades 9-12: Level H
(Semester) .75 credits
Beginning with all the stories that you already know to those you’ve never heard...yet. Students will study
the vast and fascinating influence of the Bible and other classic texts on art, music, and literature. The
Judeo-Christian Bible is the most widely-read book in the history of mankind, and its influence has been
extraordinary. Students will explore the thematic content of short stories, poetry, parables, and allegories
from this Great Book and other related texts, which have influenced creative geniuses from Walt Disney
to Jordan Peterson. Doctrine and private interpretations are not a part of this course. This course is
recommended for those interested in Advanced Placement courses.
COMMUNICATIONS (051) / (039)
Grades 8-/9 & 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
The course's primary goal is to help each student become a more effective speaker and listener.
Emphasis will be placed on face-to-face communication skills, the importance of eye contact and body
language, and ethical communication practices. The principles of the course are based on the theory of
the communication model. Units studied include communication theories, demonstration, argumentation
and persuasion, and interview techniques. Written work such as outlines, note-cards, and graphic
organizers will accompany units where appropriate. The student will learn to use audio visual components
to complement their presentations. Instructional methods will include individual presentations, small and
large group discussions, and lecture.
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CREATIVE WRITING (052) / (029)
Grades 8-/9 &10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Creative Writing is a class designed for all levels of students who like to write and want to improve their
writing skills. In Creative Writing, students will not only learn to be writers, but also will learn how to be
readers, responders, and editors. They will learn what it means to be part of a writing community. A
positive attitude toward growth as a writer is a prerequisite for this course. Instructional methods will focus
on initially establishing a comfortable and nurturing writing environment, small group work, individual
conferencing, and occasional large group direct instruction. Students will keep a journal in which they will
write in response to guided prompts as well as individual choice topics. Students will accept the
responsibility to generate ideas; select ideas for development; consider various methods and techniques
of idea development; experiment with new techniques, styles, and genres; and finally, edit specific drafts
for mechanical accuracy. Students taking this course should be prepared to have their work published
either in an online forum or in a print magazine for distribution.
GREEK MYTHOLOGY (050) / (099)
Grades 9-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
Would you like to know why your sneakers are called Nike? This course is designed for students who
have an interest in exploring the myths and legends that have shaped the modern world. It will be
presumed upon course enrollment that students have basic proficiency in reading, writing and computer
skills. Success in the course will be determined by students’ initiative both in and out of class.
The chief focus of the course will be learning about and appreciating the role mythology plays in reflecting
national, regional, and ethnic identities, as well as daily life. We will consider the role of mythology within
the groups that perform and use it. Moreover, we will examine the influence of mythology systems on
modern western culture. Although brief consideration will be given to the mythological systems of a
number of cultures, myths and legends to be considered within the course will primarily include those of
ancient Greece. Students should come to understand that these thought systems are both distinct from
and interconnected with each other, and that they continue to command an important place in modern
society as they replay themselves in modern form. Students will employ skills including reading, notetaking, essay writing, library research, individual presentations, group presentations and analytical
thinking throughout the course.
THE GRAPHIC NOVEL (067)
Grades 8 & 9: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
The two worlds of art and literature have long been known to inspire one another. In this course, students
will learn to write and illustrate their own graphic literature while learning about the rich and diverse
history of the craft, reading a variety of student-chosen graphic literature, as well as reading, analyzing,
and connecting personal experiences with full-length graphic novels.
JOURNALISM (043/042)
Grades 10-12: Level 2/Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
(Students may take this course for credit each year with the approval of the instructor.)
Journalism will combine the skills of professional and informational writing with the pride and atmosphere
of Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School. The aim of this course is to experience and create news
articles based on the multifaceted activities and work that is powered by the student body. Students will
experience and write articles based on sporting events, plays, musical productions, pep rallies, and a
variety of further happenings here at the high school, as well as applying graphic design and art to their
words in order to reach a wide-variety of readers. Overall, students will be the voice of school pride here
at the high school. Students enrolling in this course should have an interest in writing, reporting and
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design. It is recommended that students have developed proficiency in basic writing and computer skills
prior to taking this course. Students must be self-motivated and willing to spend out-of-school time during
production to meet deadlines. The primary goal of this course is to produce a school newspaper, literary
magazine and online publications. Students learn how to produce an entire publication, from generating
ideas to circulation of the final product. Students will learn publication techniques involving hands -on
practice. Students will learn such skills as interviewing, developing surveys, doing research, writing and
editing. In the process students learn skills such as time management and organization, group
collaboration and communication, and critical and creative thinking. The learning that occurs in class is
immediately applicable. Advanced journalism students will be expected to take on leadership, mentoring
and instructional roles in the class. Special projects may be possible.
LITERATURE AND FILM (033)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
Semester (.50 credits)
This course introduces students to the art and enduring influence of a variety of films from throughout
cinematic history. With each film, we will also read a companion piece of literature (a short story or poem)
with an eye to comparing the style and content of the pieces. The particular focus will rotate each
semester based on director and/or genre.
POETRY (023)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Poetry focuses upon different styles of poetry, the life and culture of particular poets, the development of
student writing and the analysis of poems. Language and its meaning will be examined by the student as
both reader and writer. The student will recognize and analyze how readers create meaning and how
writers convey meaning. The study of language includes differentiation between connotative and
denotative meaning, sound and meaning, imagery, figurative language, tone and patterns.
In this course, students function as members of a writing community that stimulates the generation of
ideas and methods of poetic development. The student as poet is aware of the continuum and recursive
process of writing as well as practicing its various stages of pre-writing, drafting and editing. The student
as a reader actively engages in the analysis of how meaning is constructed. Instructional methods include
large and small group discussions and presentations, writing partnerships and response groups, audiovisual materials, lectures, guest speakers and, when possible, field trips to community poetry readings.
SPORTS LITERATURE AND SOCIETY (091)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
The world of sports can be a snapshot of the human condition, and some of the finest authors in the world
have written literature about sports, displaying the best and worst of human behavior under the most
dramatic of situations.
Athletic achievements can function as its own literature, complete with its distinct language, characters,
conflicts, themes, symbols, setting, and, of course, points of view. This course will focus on a wide array
of non-fiction sports writing, including articles, columns and essays, in addition to a variety of clips from
TV journalism and cinematic documentaries to examine and analyze how language and images are used
to establish a story: the always changing, always controversial story of athletics. In order to enhance the
rigor of the course, students will also connect fictional excerpts, poetry, and short stories to the universal
cultural and social human behavior.
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MEDIA
FILM PRODUCTION (054) / (055)
Grades 8/9 & 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Film Production is the study of the ways in which cameras are used to create and convey meaning.
Students will be exposed to the materials, processes, and artistic techniques involved in film, television
and video. Students learn about the operation of a camera, lighting techniques, camera angles, depth of
field, composition, storyboarding, sound capture and editing techniques. Students will practice their ability
to express themselves abstractly with the camera and will learn to critically deconstruct various types of
media. Teaching methods will include lectures, demonstrations, and hands-on work. Students electing
this course should be interested in media and be willing to explore creatively. They also should be able to
behave with maturity without immediate direct adult supervision.
ADVANCED FILM PRODUCTION (056)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: C or higher in Film Production
Advanced Film Production is designed for the student who has an interest in media beyond Film
Production and may be interested in pursuing communications as a career. Editing processes and visual
composition in narrative media will be studied. Nonfiction topics will include media ethics, media as a
vehicle for social change, and the role of media in politics. Students will learn to express themselves
creatively using the camera. Students will also learn to deconstruct media messages and examine how
media shapes their society. Written essays, scriptwriting, and term papers are an integral part of
Advanced Media Production. Students electing this course should be interested in media and be willing to
explore creatively. They also should be able to behave with maturity without immediate direct adult
supervision.
BROADCASTING TECHNOLOGY (037/008)
Grades 9-12: Level 2/H
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: C or higher in Film Production and instructor approval
Broadcasting Technology is a hands-on video production course designed for the student who has a high
interest in media beyond Film Production and an interest in public relations. The primary focus of this
class will be to produce media for broadcast on Channel 22, Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School's
cable channel. Projects may include videotaping a concert, creating an advertisement for an upcoming
theatrical production, interviewing a teacher or student, or taping a sporting event, among other activities.
Productions will focus on using Channel 22 to bridge communication between the immediate school
community and the larger community in the towns of Dennis and Yarmouth. Concepts from Film
Production will be reviewed and expanded upon. Advanced editing techniques will be discussed. A heavy
emphasis will be placed on time management and organizational skills. Students will be required to
attend and videotape after school events. Students should be highly self-motivated and should be able to
work well in collaboration with their peers, with staff, and with community members.
Honors Option: Honors Broadcasting is for highly motivated students who demonstrate the skills
necessary for video production. Their attitude and performance reflect a sense of responsibility in
producing media for broadcast.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGES
In the teaching of foreign languages the primary goal is language proficiency or the ability to use
language for purposeful communication. Students are at the center of foreign languages classrooms.
They ask and respond to questions, give and follow directions, categorize, find patterns, express and
defend opinions, describe, hypothesize and summarize. Students therefore develop and practice
reasoning and critical thinking skills in a classroom where communication is a goal. The teacher
structures, facilitates, and guides the students in these processes.
Learning a foreign language involves experiencing and learning the cultures of those people who speak
the language. The teaching of culture is integrated with the teaching of language skills because the
language cannot be separated from the cultures in which it is used. Authentic representations from the
target cultures (art, music, history, advertisements, comics, etc.) are integrated throughout the program.
The foreign languages curriculum helps to foster global and cross-cultural understanding and to expand
our sense of community.
An additional goal of foreign language instruction is to make connections between what students learn in
the classroom and the real world. We make our lessons more meaningful when we focus on professional
and vocational uses of the language and interaction with native speakers from the community. Through
this we encourage our students to participate in local and global communities.
Foreign Language learning is divided into three separate phases, each with a separate focus:
 The Beginning Phase comprises Years I and II. It emphasizes the basic skills necessary to have a
simple conversation and to function as a tourist.
 The Intermediate Phase, Year III, emphasizes the skills necessary to have more advanced
conversations, write paragraphs, and read and comprehend short selections on a variety of topics.
 The Advanced Phase, Years IV and V, emphasizes the culture and literature of the target countries.
These courses are conducted completely in the target language and stress advanced written and
oral expression.
A willingness to speak in the foreign language, an interest in learning about world cultures, the ability to
memorize vocabulary and grammar structures, good listening skills, and good ability in spelling are
essential to become competent in a foreign language.
Students entering the high school foreign language program from the middle school will be placed in
th
either 8 grade French, German or Spanish I.
Students in grades 9 - 12 will be able to contract for honors credit during the first term of school based on
past performance, teacher recommendations, and knowledge of the expectations of the current teachers.
That decision must then be reconfirmed at the end of the first term.
Some students, who are not successful at their first attempt to learn a foreign language either at the
middle school or high school level, may improve their chances of success when they repeat the course.
However, students who have taken the same foreign language course twice without earning the minimum
grade required to advance to the next level are very seldom successful at their third attempt. Such
students are strongly urged to make a fresh
start with a different language.
Final course offerings are dependent upon student enrollment numbers and teacher availability.
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8 GRADE FRENCH (403/400)
TH
8 GRADE GERMAN (443/444)
TH
8 GRADE SPANISH (423/420)
Grade 8: Standard (Year)
Standard and Advanced
Grade 8 language courses are designed for students with and without prior knowledge of the foreign
language. The curriculum seeks to develop basic language and communicative skills in the language
while providing interesting cultural aspects of the target language countries. Students will practice their
skills through dialogues and classroom conversations. Cultural projects involving geography, customs
th
and everyday activities will be used to assess understanding and proficiency. Successful completion of 8
grade language and teacher recommendation will determine if the student should be placed in level 1 or
level 2 of the language the following year.
FRENCH I (401/402)
GERMAN I (441/442)
SPANISH I (421/422)
Grades 9-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Each of these first year language courses is for students who have little or no prior knowledge of the
foreign language.
The curriculum of our first year courses seeks to develop basic communicative proficiency through
listening, speaking, reading and writing activities. Among the functions included at this level are greeting
and saying goodbye, telling time, giving the date, counting, expressing likes and dislikes, describing
classes in school and classroom objects, family, people and things, sports, hobbies and everyday
activities, asking questions, asking the price, buying and ordering food and drink.
The basic grammatical structure of the language required to support these functions is introduced,
including the present tense of regular and some irregular verbs, subject and object pronouns and
adjectives.
CD’s and DVD’s are fully integrated with the curriculum to develop listening skills. The course works
toward developing speaking proficiency through participation in dialogues and classroom conversation in
the target language. Reading comprehension is developed through the use of written dialogues and short
narrative passages from the text. Basic writing skills are developed through written exercises and brief
compositions.
The cultural content of our first year courses introduces the lands and peoples of the target language
through the study of geography, customs, and everyday activities. The goal is to help students to be
aware of and appreciate social and cultural differences.
Honors Option: (see Honors option section after Years II and III)
The honors levels of these courses are only for students who have completed two or more years of
another foreign language with a grade of B+ or better. Students who are repeating the class because they
did not achieve the minimum grade required to continue to the next level will be scheduled for level 2.
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FRENCH II (405/406)
GERMAN II (445/446)
SPANISH II (425/426)
Grades 9-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Level 2 Prerequisites:
1. Successful completion of the first year of language
2. Teacher recommendation
The curriculum of our second year courses continues to develop basic communicative proficiency through
listening, speaking, reading and writing activities in order to achieve a greater command of the language
in each area. A significant portion of the class is conducted in the target language and students are
expected to begin to converse with each other and the teacher in the target language.
Among the functions included at this level are: describing events in the past; talking about imagined
situations; describing things, ideas, and people; talking about illness and physical pain; talking about
future plans and actions; expressing emotions, attitudes and opinions; asking and stating preferences;
and mastering the basic expressions and vocabulary needed to survive as a tourist in the target country.
The grammatical structures of the language required to support these functions are introduced and further
expanded upon, including the past tenses, simple future tense, adjectives and adverbs.
CD’s and DVD’s are fully integrated with the curriculum to develop listening skills. This course works
toward developing speaking proficiency through participation in dialogues, role-plays, and classroom
conversation in the target language. Reading comprehension is developed through the use of narrative
passages from the text and other sources. Short compositions, which can now be written in the present,
past or future, help to develop writing skills.
Students are guided toward a deeper understanding of the target cultures through readings and
classroom discussions of customs, holidays, and values as well as different geographical locations.
Honors Option Prerequisites:
1. B or higher in honors in the first year of the language, B+ or higher in level 2 the first year of the
language
2. Teacher recommendation
All students entering the second year of a language from the middle school program will initially be
scheduled for level 2. Eligibility for honors credit will be determined by the teacher in consultation with the
student within the first 20 days of the first term so that students who are recommended for the honors
level will receive that designation on their first term report card.
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FRENCH III (409/410)
GERMAN III (449/450)
SPANISH III (429/430)
Grades 9-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Level 2 Prerequisites:
1. C or higher in the second year of the language
2. Teacher recommendation
These courses are intended for students who have completed the second year of the language in high
school. Because learning a language is a cumulative process, it requires the retention of vocabulary and
structures and the mastery of skills learned throughout the year in the previous course. Therefore, only
students who have consistently performed at a C or better, (especially in the third and fourth terms) will
be allowed to continue to the next level. All students who want to enroll in a third year foreign language
course must have the recommendation of their present teacher.
The curriculum of our third year courses further develops communicative competency to the point where
the target language is the means of communication in the classroom and the focus of all classroom
activities. At this level students should be able to express themselves both orally and in writing by putting
several thoughts, opinions or feelings together and supporting these ideas with examples and/or reasons.
Many of the functions previously introduced are recycled and expanded upon. Additional functions
presented may include expressing wishes, feelings, uncertainty, opinions, giving commands, expressing
what has happened, what will happen, and what would happen.
The grammatical structures of the language required to support these functions are introduced and further
expanded upon with particular emphasis given to the use of the various verb tenses, (present, past,
future, conditional), moods (subjunctive and indicative), and the passive voice.
CD’s and DVD’s are used to supplement the curriculum and provide practice in listening comprehension.
At this level, DVD’s provide a wealth of cultural information, which forms the basis for classroom
discussions and presentations by individuals and groups. Speaking proficiency is also developed through
extended dialogues and role-plays. In addition to narrative passages, which correspond thematically to
the text, short works of original literature in the target language may be presented to develop reading
ability and cultural understanding. Compositions, which express opinions and thoughts, are integrated
into the curriculum to develop proficiency in writing.
The cultures of the target language are fully integrated into the curriculum through reading and classroom
discussion.
Honors Option Prerequisites: B or higher in honors in the second year of the language, B+ or higher in
Level 2 the second year of the language.
Honors Option for Years I, II and III: Students who elect a foreign language at the honors level are
expected to have the ability to master the vocabulary and structure of the language and to use them with
a high degree of accuracy in speaking and writing. In addition they are expected to display a great
interest in and enthusiasm for the language and its culture. Honors students must take personal
responsibility for learning independently, initiating tasks, and actively participating in all classroom
activities. Honors students also are expected to work cooperatively in large and small groups.
In heterogeneous classes where some students receive honors credit, the following methods are used to
assess honors students and differentiate the curriculum:
1.
2.
3.
4.

A greater degree of proficiency is required in both written and oral work where appropriate.
Tests and quizzes are modified to further challenge honors students where appropriate.
Honors students are expected to provide greater detail on assigned tasks.
Honors students may be given more extensive assignments, which require creative use of the foreign
language.
5. Assignments for honors students may be more open-ended (less structured).
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Classroom activities may include partner and small group work, cooperative learning activities, oral
presentations, role-playing, listening comprehension and written activities, reading, and educational and
cultural videos. Because a large portion of each class is devoted to speaking and listening, good
attendance and class participation are extremely important.
FRENCH IV (413/414)
GERMAN IV (453/454)
SPANISH IV (433/434)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Level 2 Prerequisites:
1. C or higher in the third year of the language
2. Teacher recommendation
Honors Option Prerequisites:
1. B or higher in honors the third year of the language, B+ or higher in level 2 the third year of the
language
2. Teacher recommendation
The fourth year course is conducted completely in the target language.
communicate in the target language at all times.

Students are expected to

The curriculum of this course is divided into four major topic areas. These four topic areas are: culture,
discussion, literature and grammar. Although some of the vocabulary topics presented in the first three
years are reviewed and additional words and expressions are added, oral expression is expanded to
include feelings and opinions on topics important to the students and the culture of the countries where
the language is spoken. Students will be required to prepare dialogues and oral presentations as well as
to participate in discussions of these topics.
The grammar portion of this course is comprised of a review of the grammar points presented in the first
three years. The emphasis is on the ability to use these grammatical concepts in combination in order to
express oneself correctly in both oral and written form.
Students will be introduced to the culture and literature of the target countries by reading articles, short
stories and poetry by well-known authors. Through literature students are introduced to elements of
literary style as they are required to analyze the characters, setting and style of the author. Literature
also is used to familiarize students with the problems and concerns of the target countries. Cultural units
will focus on art, music, current events and history.
Teaching methods and activities include: oral presentation of grammar and vocabulary which may
incorporate the use of transparencies, tapes, dialogues, small group work, discussion, debate, lecture
and peer-editing of compositions. Students may be required to make presentations of new material to the
class. Students will be tested mostly in the form of essay exams.
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FRENCH V (417)
GERMAN V (457)
SPANISH V (437)
Grades 11-12: Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites:
1. B or higher in honors in the fourth year of the language, B+ or higher in level 2 the fourth year of the
language
2. Teacher recommendation
This course develops listening and speaking skills to the point at which the student can demonstrate an
understanding of both conversational language and extended discourse on a variety of topics. The class
works toward comprehension of literary texts and toward accurate oral and written expression.
The fifth year of a language is primarily an introduction to the literature of the target language. This
includes the study of excerpts from novels, plays, short stories, poems and movies. Students are
required to read, discuss and analyze works of moderate difficulty by well-known authors and to relate
them to present day culture and issues.
This course is conducted completely in the target language. Students are required to speak the target
language at all times including class discussions, oral presentations and conversations with classmates.
The finer points of grammar are presented and previously studied grammar topics are reviewed as
needed.
Teaching methods and activities include literary analysis, class discussions, debates, oral presentations,
student research projects, student to student teaching, the writing of original student works and the use
videos to enhance listening comprehension.
AP SPANISH LANGUAGE & CULTURE (404)
Grade 12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: Spanish 4 Honors (B average) and teacher recommendation. Spanish 4 (Solid A average)
and teacher recommendation
The AP Spanish Language & Culture course is a rigorous course taught exclusively in Spanish that
requires students to improve their proficiency across the three modes of communication. (Interpretive,
Interpersonal and Presentational) The course focuses on the integration of authentic resources including
online print, audio, and audiovisual resources, as well as traditional print resources that include literature,
essays, and magazine and newspaper articles with the goal of providing a rich, diverse learning
experience. Students communicate using rich, advanced vocabulary and linguistic structures as they
build proficiency in all modes of communication toward the pre-advanced level.
SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE I (439)
GERMAN LANGUGE AND CULTURE I (459)
Grades 9-11: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites: Teacher and guidance recommendation.
This course will introduce students to the target language and culture. Emphasis will be on
communication and culture. The students will learn basic vocabulary and everyday expressions. Basic
grammatical concepts will be taught through the everyday expressions. Greetings and farewells,
counting, sports, classroom objects, colors, telling time, clothing, likes and dislikes and family will be
included. The cultural content of this course introduces the students to the target language speaking
cultures, the countries and their people, geography, customs and everyday activities. Standard testing as
well as projects will be included in the assessment of student progress.
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SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE II (440)
GERMAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE II (460)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Language and Culture I. Teacher and guidance
recommendation
This course is a continuation of Language and Culture I. The students will further their vocabulary with
topics such as foods, holidays, music, art, illnesses, shopping, traveling and leisure activities.
Grammatical concepts include present tense verb conjugation, adjectives and their agreement and asking
questions and the use of interrogatives. Standard testing as well as project-based assessments will be
included in the assessment of student progress.
CURRENT EVENTS WORLD CULTURES (481)
Grades 8 & 9: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
In this course, students will examine cultures around the world through the lens of current events and
global issues. Students will lead their own learning through conduction research, uncovering biases, and
reflecting on the culture of the community they choose to investigate. Students will also take a close look
at the issues in our communities and globally to find local solutions to worldwide problems. Students will
create a culminating project to influence their community for the better.
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
At Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School, Health Education and Physical Education are combined to
make up our wellness curriculum. Courses offered within the department offer students a combination of
“health” concepts and related “activities” designed to build the skills, knowledge and attitudes needed to
participate in an active, healthy life-style.
Students must successfully complete five courses of Health and Physical Education (HPE) for graduation.
Eighth, ninth, and tenth grade students will take a half-year (two terms) of a combination of health and
physical education. Juniors and seniors participate in a half-year of physical education with a choice from
a variety of PE electives.
The thematic focus of the program is “Improving Personal Wellness and Fitness.” Students are
introduced to wellness concepts in the classroom and then learn to apply them through specific physical
activities.
Students are required to participate in physical education wearing appropriate attire for physical activity
that enhances personal health, hygiene and safety. This apparel includes sneakers, shorts or
sweatpants, T-shirt or sweatshirt, and socks.
HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION (978)
Grade 8
(Semester) .50 credits
Grade eight students take health and physical education for half of the school year. Health topics
covered include life skills for substance abuse prevention, nutrition, reproduction/sexuality, and sexually
transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS.
The physical activity classes provide students with the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities
with an emphasis on cooperative games, individual activities and team sports.
HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION I (913)
Grades 9-10
(Semester) .50 credits
The thematic focus for Grades 9/10 is “Improving Personal Health and Wellness”. Combining classroom
education with physical activity classes, students will acquire knowledge & self-awareness in the areas of
wellness with a focus on Body Strength & Flexibility, Substance Use Prevention, Safe
Dating/Relationships, Sleep/Stress Management, and Fitness Concepts. The classroom phase utilizes
textbooks, evidence-based print and website materials, as well as group discussion. Students will also be
introduced to the concept of individual wellness, encouraging them to take responsibility for their own
well-being.
The physical activity classes provide students with the opportunity to participate in a variety of teambased and individual physical activities. The students assess their current levels of cardiovascular and
muscle fitness by demonstrating competency in a number of specific skills and exercises. These
assessments are used to set individual goals and reflect upon self-improvements.
INTEREST ELECTIVES
ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Catch the WAVE) (916)
Grades 11-12
(Semester) .50 credits
This course is offered in conjunction with the Work Aptitudes/Attitudes for Vocational Education (WAVE)
program. Students who enroll in this class assist the WAVE students in achieving good fitness through
individual and group activities. Students enrolled in this course may have the opportunity to coach at the
school day Special Olympics. Activities may include but are not limited to: Walking, Resistance Training,
Team Sports, Individual Activities
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ADVANCED TEAM SPORTS/FITNESS (921)
Grades 11-12
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: an A- (90%) or better in previous PE class
This course is designed to offer students an arena in which to participate in a more competitive
atmosphere. Students have an opportunity to show teamwork, sportsmanship, understanding of rules,
and strategies. Students participate in tournament play and are required to officiate games. This course
is also designed to have students actively participate in cardiovascular and muscle fitness activities.
Team sports may include, but are not limited to the following: Basketball, Flag Football, Floor Hockey,
Handball, Soccer, Volleyball
INTRODUCTION TO TEAM SPORTS/FITNESS (920)
Grade 8
(Semester)
This course is designed to offer students an introduction to the skills, basic rules, and strategies in a
variety of team sports. In addition, students will be introduced to the areas of personal strength and
conditioning by utilizing basic rules and principles in the Weight and Cardio Rooms. Through introductory
exercise routines, students will be able to develop personal fitness.
Team sports may include, but are not limited to the following: Basketball, Flag Football, Floor Hockey,
Handball, Soccer, Volleyball
PRINCIPLES OF ATHLETIC TRAINING (919)
Grades 11-12
(Semester) .50 credits
Students receive an introduction to the allied health profession of athletic training & its concepts which
include basic anatomy, First Aid management, athletic taping & compression wrapping skills, concussion
management, and stretching. They will have the opportunity to work cooperatively in pairs or small
groups to practice skills and communicate what and why they are doing said skills.
RECREATIONAL SPORTS & FITNESS (922)
Grades 11-12
(Semester) .50 credits
This course is designed to offer students games and activities they can participate in throughout their life.
This course is also designed to have students actively participate in cardiovascular and muscle fitness
activities. In the recreational game/lifetime activity students may be given a choice of activity that has
been determined by the instructor. In the area of personal fitness, the students are shown options of how
to stay fit and are given the ability to create a personal fitness plan. The goal of both these programs is to
help the student understand and encourage a lifetime of fitness.
Activities may include, but are not limited to the following: Fitness walking, Badminton, Basketball, Bocce,
Bowling, Tennis, Volleyball.
YOGA I (917)
Grades 11-12
(Semester) .50 credit
This is an introductory Hatha Yoga class where students learn basic postures, breathing techniques,
relaxation, and stress management. They have fun exploring the many benefits that yoga has to offer
and are able to work at an individual pace. Yoga is for everyone regardless of perceived skill level. Each
class will focus on a new “posture”. Over time, these postures will be incorporated into a “flow” where
each posture is held for a few minutes before transitioning to the next. Additional benefits are improved
strength and flexibility, balance, concentration, and sense of accomplishment.
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YOGA II (930)
Grades 11-12
(Semester) .50 credit
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Yoga I
Students learn advanced breathing techniques as well as an additional eight to ten new postures. They
also gain a deeper understanding of fundamental postures enhancing flexibility, strength, and endurance.
Lastly, Yoga II students learn how to “flow” from one posture to the next for a seventy minute class.
Successful completion of this course provides students with the confidence to join a community based
Yoga studio.
PERSONAL STRENGTH AND DEVELOPMENT (937)
Grades 11-12
(Semester) .50 credit
This course will give students the opportunity to examine personal health habits related to strength and
conditioning concepts, with a focus on the creation of a personal wellness plan. Through the use of
technology, our Cardio- and Weight room facilities, and participation in certain life skills activities, students
will research current trends to develop a personal fitness plan and demonstrate skills needed to create
and maintain positive healthy habits. Student assessment is based on daily participation in all activities
and written assignments.
LIVING WELL (938)
Grades 11-12
(Semester) .50 credit
This course is designed to offer students a more in-depth look at wellness with an opportunity to gather
tools on how to live our best lives beyond the high school years. The class will focus on current events,
topics, and activities within the scope of ‘Wellness’: physical, emotional, social, intellectual, and
environmental. Student assessment is based on daily participation in all activities, discussions, and
written work. Potential Topics-Physical: fitness/nature walks, yoga/stretching, nutrition. Emotional: Mental
health, Stress management. Social: Healthy relationships, dating safety. Intellectual: Vaping dangers,
melanoma, opioids/Rx meds.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEADERS (942)
Grades 11-12
(Semester) .50 credit
Prerequisite: Must complete the application process, receive recommendation from previous Health/PE
teachers at D-Y, and receive a grade of 80 or above in all Health/PE courses.
Students interested in this elective must apply to the Health/Physical Education department and be
accepted prior to being enrolled in a class. This course is designed for students interested in developing
leadership skills and/or pursuing a career related to Physical Education. Students are expected to: 1)
serve as positive role models to other students 2) follow all school rules and demonstrate good school
citizenship and 3) be in class daily, on time, and dressed in proper attire.
Students enrolled will have responsibilities that include, but are not limited to, leading the class in proper
warm-up and cool-down techniques, leading the class in activities, officiating games/activities, assisting
students in Health class. There will be a limit of one grade 11 leader with grade 8 Health/PE classes and
one grade 12 leader with grades 9 and 10 Health/PE classes.
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Mathematics Curriculum Chart
8th Grade Math
Gr 8
St
Year

8th Grade Math
Gr 8
Adv
Year

Int Algebra I
Gr 9-12 Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr

Int Geometry
Gr 10-12 Lev 2
Year
1.50
Cr

Int Geometry
Gr 9-12 Lev H
Year
1.50
Cr

Int Alg 2 & Trig
Gr 10-12 Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr

Int Alg 2 & Trig
Gr 10-12 Lev H
Year
1.50 Cr

Math of Finance
Gr 11-12 Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr
Year

Statistics
Gr 11-12 Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr
Year

Math Analysis
Gr 11-12 Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr
Year

H College Algebra
Gr 12
Lev H
Year
1.50 Cr
Year

PreCalc
Gr 11-12 Lev 2/H
Year
1.50 Cr
Year

AP Calculus
AB/BC
Gr 12
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

AP Statistics
Gr 11-12 Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr
Year

Interest Electives

Sports Statistics
Gr 9-10
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

H Math of Finance
Gr 12
Lev H
Sem
.75 Cr
Year

Comp Sci in Alg
Gr 11-12 Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr
Year

Honors Statistics
Gr 12
Lev H
Sem
.75 Cr
Year

Honors Statistics
Gr 11-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr
Year

34

Calculus
Gr 11-12 Lev 2/H
Year
1.50 Cr
Year

MATHEMATICS
The mathematics program of studies follows the recommended curriculum for college and career
readiness as outlined by the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. It is collaboratively developed,
implemented, reviewed and revised based on analysis of student performance and current research.
Learning mathematics is active and the product of effort, perseverance and self-discipline, not just ability.
We believe there is a core of mathematical knowledge and skills that all students need to be productive
st
citizens in the 21 century. Courses in grades 8-11 constitute this core program for both college-bound
and career ready students. Throughout all courses, reading, higher order thinking/reasoning skills,
collaboration and communication are emphasized.
The three courses of the core program for grades 9-12, Integrated Algebra I, Integrated Geometry, and
Integrated Algebra II and Trigonometry, provide a solid mathematical foundation for all students. At all
levels, the mathematics is introduced through investigations. Students develop a rich understanding of
important mathematics that makes sense to them and which, in turn, enables them to make sense out of
new situations and problems. Additional math courses are offered to extend or apply the students’
mathematical growth to prepare them for success in college, opportunity in the workplace, and effective
participation in civic life.
Both collaborative group and individual work are used as students explore, conjecture, verify, evaluate,
and communicate mathematical ideas. Students are required to have a graphing calculator (DYRHS
uses the TI-83 and TI-84 series of graphing calculators). Instruction and assessment practices are
designed to promote mathematical thinking through the use of engaging problem solving.
Final course offerings are dependent upon student enrollment numbers and staffing resources.
th

8 GRADE MATH (278/279)
Grade 8: Standard and Advanced
(Year)
th

Advanced Prerequisites: 7 grade performance and teacher recommendation
In grade 8, instructional time should focus on three critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning about
expressions and equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation and
solving linear equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using
functions to describe quantitative relationships; and (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and
figures using distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and understanding and applying the
Pythagorean Theorem.
INTEGRATED ALGEBRA I (203)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
The fundamental purpose is to formalize and extend the mathematics that students learned in the middle
grades. Instructional time should focus on six critical areas, each of which is described in more detail
below: (1) extend understanding of numerical manipulation to algebraic manipulation; (2) synthesize
understanding of function; (3) deepen and extend understanding of linear relationships; (4) apply linear
models to data that exhibit a linear trend; (5) establish criteria for congruence based on rigid motions; and
(6) apply the Pythagorean Theorem to the coordinate plane.
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INTEGRATED GEOMETRY (205/206)
Grades 9-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Level 2 Prerequisites: Successful completion of Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry
Honors Prerequisites:
th
1. 8 grade performance and teacher recommendation
2. A- or higher in Integrated Algebra I
The focus is on quadratic expressions, equations, and functions; comparing their characteristics and
behavior to those of linear and exponential relationships from Integrated Algebra I.
Instructional time should focus on five critical areas: (1) extend the laws of exponents to rational
exponents; (2) compare key characteristics of quadratic functions with those of linear and exponential
functions; (3) create and solve equations and inequalities involving linear, exponential, and quadratic
expressions; (4) extend work with probability; and (5) establish criteria for similarity of triangles based on
dilations and proportional reasoning.
Honors Option: Students who have met the prerequisites are able to move through the basic concepts at
a faster pace and are able to and want to go into more depth may select the honors option.
INTEGRATED ALGEBRA II and TRIGONOMETRY (207/209)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Level 2 Prerequisite: Successful completion of Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry
Honors Prerequisites: B- in Integrated Geometry Honors or an A- or higher in Integrated Geometry
Level 2
Students will integrate and apply the mathematics they have learned from their earlier courses.
Instructional time should focus on four critical areas: (1) apply methods from probability and statistics to
draw inferences and conclusions from data; (2) expand understanding of functions to include polynomial,
rational, and radical functions, (3) expand right triangle trigonometry to include general triangles; and (4)
consolidate functions and geometry to create models and solve contextual problems.
In this course, rational functions are limited to those whose numerators are of degree at most 1 and
denominators are of degree at most 2; radical functions are limited to square roots and e roots of at most
quadratic polynomials.
Honors Option: Students who have met the prerequisites are able to move through the basic concepts at
a faster pace and are able to and want to go into more depth may select the honors option. This option
includes a wider scope of mathematics including the development and derivation of specific formulas.
MATH ANALYSIS (248)
Grades 11-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites: C or higher in Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry level 2 or honors
This course is designed as a mathematics course alternative to Pre-calculus. Through this course,
students are encouraged to continue their study of mathematical ideas in the context of real-world
problems and decision making through the analysis of information, modeling change, and mathematical
relationships.
Instructional time should focus on three critical areas: (1) critique quantitative data; (2) investigate and
apply various mathematical models; and (3) explore and apply concepts of vectors and matrices to model
and solve real-world problems.
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PRE-CALCULUS (249/250)
Grades 11-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Level 2 Prerequisite: C or higher in Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry level 2 or honors
Honors Prerequisite: B- or higher in Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry honors, or A- or higher in
Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry level 2
Pre-calculus combines the trigonometric, geometric, and algebraic techniques needed to prepare
students for the study of calculus, and strengthens students’ conceptual understanding of problems and
mathematical reasoning in solving problems. Facility with these topics is especially important for students
intending to study calculus, physics, and other sciences, and/or engineering in college. Because the
standards for this course are (+) standards, students selecting this course should have met the college
and career ready standards.
Instructional time should focus on four critical areas: (1) extend work with complex numbers; (2) expand
understanding of logarithms and exponential functions; (3) use characteristics of polynomial and rational
functions to sketch graphs of those functions; and (4) perform operations with vectors.
Honors Option: Students who have met the prerequisites are able to move through the basic concepts at
a faster pace and are able to and want to go into more depth may select the honors option. This option
includes a wider scope of mathematics including the development and derivation of specific formulas.
MATHEMATICS OF FINANCE (239)
Grades 11 -12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry
Finance is a course that offers 21st century mathematics instruction for daily living that is meaningful and
relevant. This course combines algebraic and graphical approaches with practical business and personal
finance applications. Students will learn about investments, credit and loans, automobile expenses,
insurance, income tax, and household budgeting. The course uses basic algebraic formulas with
variables, equations, linear and exponential functions. The algebra found in finance related topics
translates into powerful real world problems.
STATISTICS (247)
Grades 11 - 12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: C or higher in Math Analysis or Pre-Calculus or currently enrolled in Math Analysis or PreCalculus
Students must be willing to work independently and have an interest in statistics. It is a non-calculus
based introduction to statistics exposing students to four broad conceptual themes: exploring data,
observing patterns and departures from patterns; planning a study, deciding what to measure and how to
measure it; anticipating patterns in advance, introducing probability and simulation.
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AP STATISTICS (245)
Grades 11 - 12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: B - in Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry Honors or A- in Integrated Algebra II &
Trigonometry
Students must be willing to work independently and have an interest in statistics. This course offers
students the opportunity to do college level work in mathematics. It is a non-calculus based introduction
to statistics exposing students to four broad conceptual themes: exploring data, observing patterns and
departures from patterns; planning a study, deciding what to measure and how to measure it; anticipating
patterns in advance, introducing probability and simulation; and statistical inference, confirming models
for explanations of patterns.
Students are strongly urged to take the Advanced Placement Examination, and those who do will be
exempted from the course final examination.
HONORS COLLEGE ALGEBRA (242)
Grade 12 only: Level H
Year 1.50 credits
Prerequisite:

Completion of Math Analysis or Pre-Calculus

This course is open to seniors who have completed Pre-Calculus and require another year of
mathematics in their senior year. This course continues to work with the Massachusetts Mathematics
Framework (+) Standards through grade twelve. A learning environment is provided that allows the
student to continue to work towards mastering the standards. The students engage in mathematics
developed around problem contexts that involve students in exploring, problem solving, generalizing
mathematical concepts and algorithms and developing their capabilities to do mathematics. This course
completes the progression of student performance expectations that lead to college-level work.
Topics include rational and radical equations and inequalities, polynomial functions, sequences and
series, logarithmic and exponential equations, trigonometric and periodic functions, permutations,
combinations and the binomial theorem. Other advanced topics may be covered based on the interest
and ability of students.
AP CALCULUS AB (219)
Grade 12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite:

B or higher in Pre-Calculus honors

Advanced Placement Calculus AB is for students who have completed four courses in college
preparatory mathematics by the end of their junior year and who expect to follow careers which require a
strong mathematics background.
This course offers students the opportunity to do college level work in mathematics, primarily calculus and
related analytical geometry. The content follows the prescribed Advanced Placement program. Major
content areas include limits, derivative of a function and applications, the indefinite integral, the definite
integral and applications, transcendental functions, and methods of integration. Students will gain insight
and respect for the importance and usefulness of calculus. Students are encouraged to discover original
solutions to challenging problems and give explanations of their work to the class. Explanations are
provided by the teacher for new concepts and problems which have not been solved successfully by
students. Students are urged to take the Advanced Placement Examination, and those who do will be
exempted from the course final examination.
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AP CALCULUS BC (211)
Grade 12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: A - or higher in Pre-Calculus honors
Advanced Placement Calculus BC is for students who have completed four courses in college
preparatory mathematics including Pre-Calculus and wish to continue the study of mathematics. This
course offers the opportunity to do college level work in mathematics, primarily calculus and related
analytical geometry. Reading and problem solving are emphasized. The content follows the prescribed
Advanced Placement program. Major content areas include limits, derivative of a function and
applications, the indefinite integral, the definite integral and applications, transcendental functions, and
methods of integration. Additionally, parametric, polar, and vector functions and series will be studied.
Students will gain insight and respect for the importance and usefulness of calculus. Students are
encouraged to discover original solutions to challenging problems and give explanations of their work to
the class. Explanations are provided by the teacher for new concepts and problems which have not been
solved successfully by students. Students are urged to take the Advanced Placement Examination, and
those who do will be exempted from the course final examination. Content and methodology reflect
practical applications and current technology.
INTEREST ELECTIVES
COMPUTER SCIENCE IN ALGEBRA (214)
Grades 11-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75 credits
This course teaches algebraic and geometric concepts through computer programming at code.org. It is a
project based course culminating in a final, fully functioning programmed computer game.
Students will explore the intersection of Math and CS by studying topics such as order of operations, the
Cartesian plane, functions, Boolean logic, piecewise functions, and collision detection with the
Pythagorean Theorem using a graphical programming language. Students will use these concepts to
build programming functions and write apps that will eventually drive the logic in their final project – a
video game. For more information, please see: https://code.org/educate/algebra
DATA SCIENCE (215)
Grades 11-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75 credits
Prerequisite: Passing grade in Algebra 1
This course will address the Common Core State Standards for High School Statistics and Probability.
Students will understand how data are used by professionals to address real-world problems. Students
will analyze statistical graphs to identify patterns to relate to the real world. Students will understand that
treating photos, words, numbers, and sounds as data, they can gain insight in the real world. Adapted
from the Data Science course from Freaknomics
HONORS STATISTICS (251)
Grades 11-12: Level H
(Semester) .75 credits
Prerequisite: B- or higher in Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry or teacher recommendation
Students must be willing to work independently and have an interest in statistics. Topics may include
descriptive statistics, linear regression, surveys and experiments, estimating parameters and creating
confidence intervals, and hypothesis testing.
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HONORS MATHEMATICS OF FINANCE (238)
Grades 11-12: Level H
(Semester) .75 credits
Prerequisite: B- or higher in Integrated Algebra II & Trigonometry or teacher recommendation
For students who have met the pre-requisites and wish to go more in depth in learning Financial Algebra.
Students will use algebraic skills to calculate loan repayment, including credit cards and student loans.
Financial applications include linear, exponential, logarithmic functions, and systems of equations. A
graphing calculator is required.
SPORTS STATISTICS (252)
Grades 9-10: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Students will explore four broad conceptual themes while working with real world sports data: describing
data visually and numerically, observing patterns and departures from patterns; planning a study,
deciding what to measure and how to measure it; anticipating patterns in advance, introducing probability
and simulation. Students will be using real time sports data based on the current sports season. Students
will be graded through a variety of projects, classwork and online assessments.
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Music and Performing Arts Curriculum Chart

Performing Ensembles

8–9 Band
Gr 8-9
Lev 2/H
Year
1.00 Cr

8–9 Jazz Band
Gr 8-9
Lev 2/H
Sem
.50 Cr

8-9 Chorus
Gr 8-9
Lev 2/H
Year
1.00 Cr

8–9 String Orchestra
Gr 8-9
Lev 2/H
Year
1.00 Cr

9-12 Select Treble Choir
Gr 9-12
Lev 2/H
Year
1.00 Cr
10–12 Concert Band
Gr 9-12
Lev 2/H
Year
1.00 Cr

10–12 Jazz Band
Gr 9-12
Lev 2/H
Year
1.00 Cr

10-12 String Orchestra
Gr 9-12
Lev 2/H
Year
1.00 Cr

11-12 Concert Chorale
Gr 9-12
Lev 2/H
Year
1.00 Cr

Theater I
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Theater Ensemble
Gr 9-12
Lev 2
Year
1.0 Cr

Courses
Rock & Pop Music I
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Rock & Pop Music II
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Intro Music Theory
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Beginning Guitar
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Intermediate Guitar
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

AP Music Theory
Gr 11-12
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr
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Beginning Piano
Gr 8-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Music Technology
GrH111jjj
8-12 Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS
There is an opportunity for every student at Dennis-Yarmouth to study and participate in the Music and
Performing Arts department. For students with no prior music or theatre experience we offer a wide
variety of courses. For students who have studied a musical instrument for several years, there are many
musical ensembles that offer opportunities for participation, performance, and advancement. Come be a
part of the Music and Performing Arts department where the “best and brightest” of D-Y shine.

8-9 BAND
Grade 8 (608)/(609): Level 2 and Honors
Grade 9 (639)/ (640): Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.00 credits
The D-Y 8-9 Band is open to students who possess competency on a wind or percussion instrument.
While no prerequisite is required for entrance, it is assumed that registrants will have studied an
instrument for several years prior to enrollment.
The D-Y 8-9 Band prepares and performs traditional, popular and show music as well as contemporary
symphonic band literature. There are typically two concerts, January Formal and May Pops.
Concepts emphasized include intonation, harmonic blend, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, and technical
competence. Attitudes emphasized include positive team effort, respect for student leadership,
acceptance of constructive criticism, tolerance for and consideration of other students, a desire for artistic
improvement, pride of the organization and positive self-esteem. Proper posture, embouchure and hand
position are stressed. An emphasis will be placed on technical improvement, tonal improvement and
dynamic control.
Teaching methods include rehearsal, sectional drill, mini-lecture, audio and video, printed handouts, class
discussions, student presentations and guest conductors. Rehearsals and concerts are required of
students and will be assessed as part of the term grade.
10-12 CONCERT BAND (576/588)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.00 credits
The D-Y Concert Band is open to students who possess competency on a wind or percussion instrument.
While no prerequisite is required for entrance, it is assumed that registrants will have studied an
instrument for several years prior to enrollment. Students should feel comfortable reading music of
moderate difficulty and should have the ability to practice and successfully play grade three music.
The D-Y Concert Band prepares and performs traditional, popular and show music as well as
contemporary symphonic band literature. There are typically two concerts, January Formal and May
Pops. Students also perform at Senior Last Assembly and Graduation.
Concepts emphasized include intonation, harmonic blend, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, and technical
competence. Attitudes emphasized include positive team effort, respect for student leadership,
acceptance of constructive criticism, tolerance for and consideration of other students, a desire for artistic
improvement, pride of the organization and positive self-esteem. Proper posture, embouchure and hand
position are stressed. An emphasis will be placed on technical improvement, tonal improvement and
dynamic control.
Teaching methods include rehearsal, sectional drill, mini-lecture, audio and video, printed handouts, class
discussions, student presentations and guest conductors. Rehearsals and concerts are required of
students and will be assessed as part of the term grade.
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8-9 JAZZ BAND (635/636)
Grades 8-9: Level 2 and Honors
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisites: Must also be enrolled in 8-9 Band
The D-Y Jazz Band is open to all 8-9 Band students who possess a high level of competency on a wind,
string, keyboard, or percussion instrument. While the course is open to all Concert Band instrumentalists,
recommendations and special consideration will be given based on a balanced jazz band instrumentation
and level of musical ability. Students should feel comfortable reading music of moderate difficulty and
should have the ability to practice and play grade three music. No previous jazz experience is
required.
The 8-9 Jazz Band prepares and performs jazz music in the styles of Blues, New Orleans Jazz, Dixieland,
Big Band/Swing, Bebop, Cool Jazz, Latin, Free Jazz, Pop, and Funk. Concepts emphasized include
intonation, harmonic blend, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, technical competence, and improvisation.
Attitudes emphasized include positive team effort, respect for student leadership, acceptance of
constructive criticism, tolerance for and consideration of other students, a desire for artistic improvement,
pride of the organization, and positive self-esteem.
Teaching methods include rehearsal, sectional drill, mini-lecture, audio and video, printed handouts, class
discussions, student presentations and guest conductors. Rehearsals and concerts are required of
students and will be assessed as part of the term grade.
10-12 JAZZ BAND (582/587)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.00 credits
Prerequisites:
1. Must also be enrolled in 10-12 Concert Band
2. Successful completion of one full year of 8-9 Band or 10-12 Concert Band
3. Teacher recommendation
The D-Y Jazz Band is open to all Concert Band students who possess a high level of competency on a
wind, string, keyboard, or percussion instrument. While the course is open to all Concert Band
instrumentalists, recommendations and special consideration will be given based on a balanced jazz
band instrumentation and level of musical ability. Students should feel comfortable reading music of
moderate difficulty and should have the ability to practice and play grade three music. No previous jazz
experience is required.
The D-Y Jazz Band prepares and performs jazz music in the styles of Blues, New Orleans Jazz,
Dixieland, Big Band/Swing, Bebop, Cool Jazz, Latin, Free Jazz, Pop, and Funk. Concepts emphasized
include intonation, harmonic blend, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, technical competence, and improvisation.
Attitudes emphasized include positive team effort, respect for student leadership, acceptance of
constructive criticism, tolerance for and consideration of other students, a desire for artistic improvement,
pride of the organization, and positive self-esteem.
Teaching methods include rehearsal, sectional drill, mini-lecture, audio and video, printed handouts, class
discussions, student presentations and guest conductors. Rehearsals and concerts are required of
students and will be assessed as part of the term grade.
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8-9 STRING ORCHESTRA
Grade 8: (591) Level 2
Grade 9: (591) (584) Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.00 credits
Grades 8-9 String Orchestra is a performing organization for students who have achieved some facility on
the violin, viola, cello or double bass. These students typically will have studied a string instrument in
elementary and middle school. Some of these students also will have studied privately.
Music of various historical periods and musical styles will be rehearsed and performed. Lighter, popular
music also will be included. The concepts of harmony and blend in ensemble playing are emphasized as
are the attitudes of appreciation for the genius of great composers and the creativity of new composers.
Technical improvement and artistic interpretation are encouraged through home practice.
Course activities include rehearsals, concerts, participation in festivals and preparation for solo auditions.
Students will listen to recordings and video of other orchestras and string ensembles.
Teaching methods include rehearsal, sectional drill, mini-lecture, audio and video, printed handouts,
engaging class discussions, student presentations and guest conductors. Students must perform scales,
arpeggios and rhythm studies each semester. Rehearsals and concerts are required of students and will
be assessed as part of the term grade.
10-12 STRING ORCHESTRA (577/584)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.00 credits
Grades 10-12 String Orchestra is a performing organization for students who have achieved some facility
on the violin, viola, cello or double bass. These students typically will have studied a string instrument in
elementary and middle school. Some of these students also will have studied privately.
Music of various historical periods and musical styles will be rehearsed and performed. Lighter, popular
music also will be included. The concepts of harmony and blend in ensemble playing are emphasized as
are the attitudes of appreciation for the genius of great composers and the creativity of new composers.
Technical improvement and artistic interpretation are encouraged through home practice.
Course activities include rehearsals, concerts, participation in festivals and preparation for solo auditions.
Students will listen to recordings and video of other orchestras and string ensembles.
Teaching methods include rehearsal, sectional drill, mini-lecture, audio and video, printed handouts,
engaging class discussions, student presentations and guest conductors. Students must perform scales,
arpeggios and rhythm studies each semester. Rehearsals and concerts are required of students and will
be assessed as part of the term grade.
8-9 CHORUS (606/607)
Grades 8-9: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.00 credits
Grades 8-9 Chorus is open to students who enjoy singing and want to sing in a large group ensemble.
No audition or prior choral experience is necessary. Students must be willing to rehearse after school
and evenings on occasion and be available to participate in evening concerts.
The Grades 8-9 Chorus studies and rehearses music from various historical periods and musical styles.
This includes classical, show and popular music. The concepts of tone quality, pitch discrimination,
harmony and rhythm are emphasized.
Rehearsals, concerts and competitions are some of the chorus' activities. Teaching methods include
direct instruction, rehearsal, sectional drill and listening and analyzing. Students are expected to study
and learn the music issued. Students must prepare and perform sight singing and rhythmic examples
and proper vocalizing techniques. Quartet parts are assigned to selected students to prepare for festival
auditions.
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10-12 CONCERT CHORALE (579/589)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.00 credits
Concert Chorale is open to students who enjoy singing and want to sing in a large group ensemble. No
audition or prior choral experience is necessary. Students must be willing to rehearse after school and
evenings on occasion and be available to participate in evening concerts.
The Concert Chorale studies and rehearses music from various historical periods and musical styles.
This includes classical, show and popular music. The concepts of tone quality, pitch discrimination,
harmony and rhythm are emphasized.
Rehearsals, concerts and competitions are some of the chorale's activities. Teaching methods include
direct instruction, rehearsal, sectional drill and listening and analyzing. Students are expected to study
and learn the music issued. Students must prepare and perform sight singing and rhythmic examples
and proper vocalizing techniques. Quartet parts are assigned to selected students to prepare for festival
auditions.
9-12 SELECT TREBLE CHOIR (617/619)
Grades 9-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.00 Credits
Prerequisites:
1. Must also be enrolled in grade appropriate choir
2. Successful completion of one full year of 8-9 Chorus or 10-12 Concert Chorale
3. Teacher recommendation
The Select Treble Choir is open to Chorus students who possess a high level of competency as a vocal
musician. Enrollment in the course is based on the recommendation of the teacher and special
consideration will be given based on a balanced voicing and level of musical ability. Students should feel
comfortable reading music of moderate difficulty and should have the ability to practice and play grade
three music.
The Select Treble Choir will prepare a wider and more challenging range of music than can normally be
covered in the traditional chorus ensemble due to the nature of the treble music. Concepts emphasized
include intonation, harmonic blend, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, technical competence, and improvisation.
Attitudes emphasized include positive team effort, respect for student leadership, acceptance of
constructive criticism, tolerance for and consideration of other students, a desire for artistic improvement,
pride of the organization, and positive self-esteem.
Teaching methods include rehearsal, sectional drill-student and teacher lead, mini-lecture, audio and
video, printed handouts, class discussions, additional student concerts and performances, and guest
conductors. Rehearsals and concerts are required of students and will be assessed as part of the term
grade.
BEGINNING PIANO
Grades (8-9) (634)
Grades (10-12) (637): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Have you ever wanted to be able to play a piece you've heard off of the radio or even a Bach Minuet in
G? Then come to Beginning Piano. Basic fundamentals such as reading music and basic theory will be
covered in order to get to a novice level of playing capability. Students will be expected to learn a range
of music from classical to pop and also be encouraged to sing with various pieces of music as a part of
the curriculum. Ability to read music is a plus, but not required to take the class.
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INTRO TO MUSIC THEORY (532)
Grades 10 -12: Level Honors
(Semester) .50 credits
Intro to Music Theory is for students who express an interest in furthering their studies in music beyond
the performance ensemble/personal performing venues. Student must know how to read music.Intro to
Music Theory will consist of studies in sight singing, melodic, and basic functional harmony. The class will
utilize piano keyboards for lab studies as well as auditory and visual aids. Students utilize the keyboards
for a variety of exercises, including developing the skills necessary to play some homework assignments,
harmonic progressions, and melodies. Access to a piano/keyboard and a computer outside of school is
strongly recommended.
AP MUSIC THEORY (596)
Grades 11-12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite:
1. Recommendation of Band, Chorus or orchestra teacher.
2. A grade of B or better in Intro to Music Theory
AP Music Theory is for students who express an interest in furthering their studies in music beyond the
performance ensemble/personal performing venues. AP Music Theory will consist of vigorous studies in
sight singing, melodic and harmonic dictation, and functional harmony. We will use the Solfege theory of
sight-singing and tonal harmony. The class will utilize piano keyboards for lab studies as well as auditory
and visual aids. Students utilize the keyboards for a variety of exercises, including developing the skills
necessary to play some homework assignments, harmonic progressions, and melodies. Access to a
piano/keyboard outside of school is strongly recommended.
Those students who choose to pursue this course are expected to take the Music Theory AP Exam in
May.
BEGINNING GUITAR
Grades (8-9) (563)
Grades (10-12) (574): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Have you always wanted to learn how to play guitar? You’ll be playing your favorite songs in no time with
this course! Beginning Guitar is designed for the beginner as well as the intermediate player and will
explore the basic fundamentals of how to play guitar. Students will learn guitar skills such as basic
chords, strumming rhythms, finger-picking, and power chords. Students will learn these guitar concepts
by playing songs in the styles of blues, rock, heavy metal, folk, and classical. Students will also explore
the history of the guitar, different types of guitars, their social importance, and some basic music theory
including composition and song writing. With practice, students will eventually be able to play many
familiar songs of their choice.
This course is open to all students regardless of musical background. No previous knowledge of guitar
is necessary. Guitars will be provided for each student. However, they cannot be taken home. Students
may bring in their own guitars if they choose. Students will have to provide their own picks.
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INTERMEDIATE GUITAR (567)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite:
1. A grade of B or better in Beginning Guitar
2. Teacher recommendation
Advanced Guitar is designed for the intermediate to advanced guitarist. Students will explore the basic
fundamentals of how to play guitar as well as learn advanced guitar skills such as open chords, barechords, strumming rhythms, finger-picking, tablature and note-reading. Students will learn these guitar
concepts by learning songs in the styles of blues, rock, heavy metal, folk, and classical. Students will
explore the history of the guitar, different types of guitars, their social importance, and some advanced
music theory including composition and song writing. Students will also be expected to perform on their
own and with others. While singing is not required, it is encouraged.
This course is open to any student who completed Beginning Guitar with a grade of B or better. Guitars
will be provided for each student. However, they cannot be taken home. Students may bring in their own
guitars if they choose. Students will have to provide their own picks.
MUSIC TECHNOLOGY (564)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50
Students interested in exploring the technical side of music including, but not limited to: recording
practices, mixing and sampling, synthetic creation and composition, editing, and production would benefit
from this course. Music technology is an ever evolving field and develops itself further every day.
Students will learn how to create their own music using iPad applications and various web based sites.
Basic music theory knowledge is helpful, but not required.
Course requirements: Students must have an iPad in order to participate as the class will be based
around this particular piece of technology and each student will be expected to work on their device
independently throughout each class.
ROCK AND POP MUSIC I – FROM ELVIS TO WOODSTOCK
Grades (8-9) (571)
Grades (10-12) (566): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Just exactly how did Rock and Pop music begin? Come discover the wonder that is this popular genre of
music. Students will explore the development of rock and pop music from its beginnings in the blues, to
the end of the 1960’s with the Woodstock Festival. Students will learn about different musicians and how
they developed styles such as Rhythm and Blues, Mo-Town, Rock and Roll, The British Invasion, Surfer
Music, Psychedelic Rock, and Pop Rock. Students will also examine social, political, cultural and
economic issues and how they relate to the history of rock and pop music.
ROCK AND POP MUSIC II – FROM WOODSTOCK TO HIP-HOP (638)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Rock and Pop Music I
Just exactly what happened to Rock and Pop music after the 1960’s? Come discover the wonder that is
this popular genre of music. Students will explore the development of rock and pop music from the end of
the 1960’s through the music of today. Students will learn about different musicians and how they
developed styles such as Heavy Metal, Glam Rock, Punk, MTV, Hip-Hop, Grunge, Pop Rock, and Rap.
Students will also examine social, political, cultural and economic issues and how they relate to the
history of rock and pop music.
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THEATER I
Grades (8-9) (600)
Grades (10-12) (602): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Theater I is an introduction to theater primarily through the use of acting exercises, and is structured by
Aristotle’s six elements: Plot, Character, Thought, Music (rhythm), Diction (text), and Spectacle. In
addition to learning skills and concepts, students are expected to write regularly in their journals,
reflecting on each class. Teaching methods include warm-ups, games, improvisations, scene work and
analysis, scenario-writing and culminating performance before an invited audience.
Assessment is based on the quality of participation and growth (not ‘talent’) of each student through
participation in class exercises and journal writing, as well as the quality of participation in the culminating
performance/demonstration. No prior theater experience is necessary.
DY THEATER ENSEMBLE (633)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.0 credits
Prerequisites: successful completion of Theater I, and willingness to perform after-school and in offcampus locations.
This full-year course is designed for serious students of theater arts who wish to make and perform oneact plays, including an entry in the Massachusetts Educational Theater Guild Theater Celebration in
March. The class will be involved on stage and backstage on creating up to three productions that will be
performed before audiences at DY and other venues. Grading is based on the quality of work and growth
of each student as a theater artist.
THEATER II (603)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisites: Completion of Theater I with a C or better or substantial experience in acting at DY or
elsewhere.
This class builds on the concepts and skills learned in Theater I. Units in the course will focus on
rehearsing and performing classical and modern scenes and monologues; script analysis; playwriting;
scenic, lighting, costume design; and directing. Students will learn in-class critique, and will keep personal
journals. The class culminates in the public performance of a one-act play. Assessment is based on the
quality of student’s participation and growth, (not ‘talent’) of each student.
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Science Curriculum
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT SUGGESTED PATHWAYS:
This table is meant to be a suggested flow through the science courses based on student interest and future plans.
Students are not locked into any path if they choose to change during their high school years. Please be aware of
particular course prerequisites in the course descriptions that follow.
9th
General science
path

Biology
Or
Intro to Physics
Completion of
MCAS

Life science path

Biology/Honors
Biology
Completion of
MCAS

10th
Biology
Or
Intro to Physics
Or
Biodiversity
Completion of
MCAS if not
completed in grade
9
Chemistry/Honors
Chemistry
(+)Anatomy and
Physiology OR
Ecology OR
Biodiversity

11th

12th

Chemistry
Or
Elective

Elective
Or
Chemistry

Anatomy and
Physiology
Or
Ecology

AP Biology

(+) Elective:
Evolution/Biodiversity
Biology of Cancer
Infectious Disease
Neurological
Disorders
Biotechnology
Horticulture
Marine Science

Or (+)
Elective:
Evolution/
Biodiversity
Biology of Cancer
Infectious Disease
Neurological
Disorders
Biotechnology
Horticulture
Marine Science

(+) Honors Physics

Physical science
path

Intro to
Physics/Honors
Intro to Physics
Completion of
MCAS

AP path

(+) Elective
Design squad
Global STEM
Honors Biology
Completion of
MCAS

Honors Chemistry
(+) Biology or
Biodiversity
(+) Global STEM

Honors Chemistry
(+)
Honors Anatomy or
Honors Ecology
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Or
AP Biology
AP Chemistry

AP Physics

(+) Elective:
Earth and Space
Renewable Energy
Marine Science
Biodiversity

Or

AP Chemistry

AP Physics

AP Biology

(+) Elective

Honors Physics
(+) Elective

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Living in today’s highly scientific and technological society requires that the average citizen have an
adequate knowledge of basic scientific concepts to understand the value and implications of new sciencerelated developments. Problem solving, communication, analysis and critical thinking skills also are
essential in today’s society. The Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for science and technology as
well as many other national and professional recommendations regarding science instruction have been
used to develop the science department’s curriculum, and it is the science department’s intent to assist
students in the following ways:
1. Provide science-related information to establish a base of knowledge in the natural sciences
2. Develop the ability to think independently and critically concerning matters of science
3. Develop increased abilities to research answers to questions or problems from the tremendously
growing volume of scientific information
4. Provide continuous opportunities for students to understand the interrelationships existing among the
different disciplines of science
5. Develop the ability to use appropriate technologies in the design of experimental procedures,
acquisition of data and reporting of results
The science department offers a variety of courses to meet students’ need, interests and abilities.
Advanced Placement, honors and level 2 courses prepare students to further their studies beyond high
school while providing a practical knowledge of science concepts. It is important that students choose
courses best suited to their goals and most appropriate to their abilities.
The graduation requirement is that all students enroll in a minimum of three courses that blend the
various disciplines of science. Most colleges and universities prefer candidates who have completed a
minimum of three years of science. The Massachusetts state college and university system requires
three years of high school science for admission. Students who plan on majoring in science or
engineering should plan on enrolling in as many demanding science and mathematics courses as
possible. All science courses, regardless of subject or level, require critical thinking, problem solving,
observation, and experimentation that necessitate active student involvement. Laboratory activities are
an essential part of all science courses.
For the purpose of prerequisites:
Integrated Algebra I will be known as Math Course I
Integrated Geometry will be known as Math Course II
Integrated Algebra II and Trigonometry will be known as Math Course III
Final course offerings are dependent upon student enrollment numbers and teacher availability.
8th GRADE SCIENCE (361/362)
Grade 8: Standard and Advanced
(Year)
Eighth grade science is a full year science course that focuses on Chemistry, Forces and Motion,
Heredity and Earth and Space. Over the course of the year, students will participate in a variety of
lessons, projects, labs, and hands-on activities that will improve their skills and knowledge and prepare
them for the 8th grade science and technology MCAS test.
The Chemistry unit is broad reaching and focuses on the atom, molecules and compounds and how
matter changes both physically and chemically. The Forces and Motion unit focuses on Newton’s 3 laws
of motion. In the Heredity unit, students will learn how genetic traits are passed from one generation to
the next in living things, how environmental and genetic factors influence growth and change in living
things, natural selection, artificial selection and evolution. In the Earth and Space unit, students will learn
about tides, seasons, weather, global warming, plate tectonics, and the effects of gravity on Earth and
Earth’s orbit around the sun.
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8th GRADE SCIENCE ADVANCED
Students in the advanced section will explore course topics in greater depth and at a more rapid pace. In
addition, students in the advanced section will be required to complete research projects. The majority of
the work for these projects will be self- directed and completed outside of class. Students will present
their findings to their peers.
BIOLOGY (305/306)
Grades 9 - 10: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Honors Prerequisite: B+ or better in most recent science class, and teacher recommendation.
Biology is the science of life. In this course, students explore the following topics: the chemistry of life, cell
structure and function, genetics and inheritance, evolution, ecology, and human anatomy. This provides
an excellent survey of various life science topics that students can further explore in other electives later
in their high school career.
Grade 9 students enrolled in Biology or Honors Biology will take the MCAS Biology exam in June of their
freshman year.
Students who take the Honors course should have a strong interest in science, research, and problem
solving. Honors students will be assessed at a higher level on all written and oral work, and will explore
each topic in greater depth than level 2. Research projects may be periodically assigned; students should
be able to work independently and manage their time well. Honors students should be leaders in class
discussions and willing to take academic risks.
INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICS (327/328)
Grades 9-10: Level 2 or Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Physics is the study of matter and energy and their interrelationship. This introductory laboratory science
course is intended for those Freshman students with an interest in the physical sciences and/or those
students who intend to study math or science related topics in college. Students taking this course will
learn the basics of physics, including forces and linear motion, work and energy, momentum,
electromagnetic phenomena including circuits, light, and sound.
Grade 9 students enrolled in Introduction to Physics will take the MCAS Introduction to Physics exam
in June of their freshman year
Honors Option: Students enrolled in the honors option can expect higher standards (ex, math
applications, critical thinking) and to enhance their learning further through the use of additional
labs/activities as well as a research project of their choosing.
CHEMISTRY (355/356)
Grades 10/11/12: Level 2 and Honors
**note that Honors Chemistry is a prerequisite for all AP science Classes
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites:
1. Successful completion of Biology or Introduction to Physics and MCAS
2. Successful completion of Geometry
3. Successful completion of or enrollment in Algebra 2/Trig
A successful Honors Level Chemistry student will have had:
1. B- or higher in Biology or Introduction to Physics, level two or honors
2. B- or higher in Geometry
3. Successful completion of or enrollment in Algebra 2/Trig
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Chemistry is a laboratory science course designed for students with an interest in science. For Honors
Chemistry, students should have a strong interest in both science and using their mathematics skills.
Adequate completion of homework is essential for success in this course. Topics studied in this course
include but are not limited to atomic and molecular structure, chemical bonding and formulas of
compounds, characteristics of groups of elements, the mole concept, types of reactions, the mathematics
of chemical equations, solution chemistry, acids and bases, and measurements.
In labs, students gather information to measure characteristics of substances, carry out chemical
reactions, and/or develop a concept during post-lab discussions. Quantitative labs are assigned
whenever possible. Students are expected to maintain a laboratory journal detailing their work throughout
the course. Tests routinely involve questions based on laboratory work.
Attitudes emphasized include those leading to clear communication (math and verbal), efficient use of
time, thoughtful execution of labs and consideration for others. Skill development focuses upon safe
manipulation of lab equipment and chemicals, factor-label use in presentation of both simple and complex
math problems, problem solving, report writing and computer applications.
Honors Option: This course differs from the level 2 Chemistry course as the honors course covers
additional topics within the units of study and topics in greater depth and at a faster pace. Students also
are expected to work at a higher level of independence and to engage in more individual research and
study of course topics. The honors course will have a greater emphasis on the use of mathematics.
.
PHYSICS (311/312)
Grades 11-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites:
1. Successful completion of Biology and MCAS
2. Successful completion of Geometry
3. Successful completion or enrollment in Algebra 2/Trig
Honors Prerequisites:
1. B- or higher in Biology, level two or honors
2. B- or higher in Algebra 2/Trig
Physics is the study of matter and energy and their interrelationship. This laboratory science course is
intended for those students with an interest in the physical sciences and/or those students who intend to
study math or science related topics in college. Students should have good math skills and enjoy using
mathematics as a tool. Adequate completion of homework is essential for success in this course.
Topics will include forces and linear motion, work and energy, momentum, electromagnetic phenomena
including circuits and motors, light, and sound.
Skills introduced and developed in earlier science courses will be further developed including problem
solving and critical thinking skills. Computers and other current technologies will be used as tools for the
gathering, analyzing and reporting of data.
A variety of teaching methods will be employed during this course, including the use of student-based
inquiry projects, interactive lecture/demonstration sessions, audio-visual presentations, laboratory
activities and discussions.
Honors Option: This course differs from the level 2 Physics course as the honors course covers
additional topics within the units of study and topics in greater depth and at a faster pace. Students also
are expected to work at a higher level of independence and to engage in more individual research and
study of course topics. The honors course will have a greater emphasis on the use of mathematics.
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AP SCIENCE COURSES
AP BIOLOGY (341/342)
Grades 11-12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 2.25 credits
A successful AP biology student will have:
1. Completed Honors Chemistry with a B or higher
2. Completed Algebra 2/Trig Honors with a B or higher
3. Successful completion or enrollment in Pre-Calculus and/or
4. Teacher recommendation
The Advanced Placement Biology Program is a college level laboratory science course offered in high
school. Students electing this course should be highly motivated and should exhibit a strong interest in
science.
Course content will be predicated upon the syllabus of the Advanced Placement Program and will include
many levels of organization such as molecular, cellular, population, organisms, organ and tissue and
others. Concepts related to each level of organization and to the entire syllabus will be explored, analyzed
and discussed.
Advanced placement students are expected to do considerable outside reading on topics that cannot be
covered in class. Laboratory work is extensive and is correlated to the material being discussed. A lab
report must be completed at the conclusion of each experiment. In addition to the development of
laboratory procedures and techniques, cognitive skill development focuses upon critical thinking.
Advanced placement students will also perform a considerable amount of mathematical analysis and
should have strong mathematical skills. Advanced placement students are expected to have initiative, be
responsibility, and strive for excellence.
Instructional methods include lectures, discussions, and student presentations, picture walks, reading
guides, mini posters, drawings and a variety of teacher-directed and student-designed laboratory
activities. Students are encouraged to take the Advanced Placement Examination, and those who do so
will be exempted from the course final examination.
AP CHEMISTRY (357/358)
Grades 11-12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 2.25 credits
A successful AP Chemistry student will have:
1. Completed Honors Chemistry with a B or higher
2. Completed Algebra 2/Trig Honors with a B or higher and/or
3. Teacher recommendation
Advanced Placement Chemistry is a college level course offered in high school. Students electing this
laboratory science course should be highly motivated, have a strong interest in science and enjoy handson laboratory work.
Course content is based on the syllabus of the Advanced Placement Program developed by the College
Board. The topics include atomic structure, bonding, compound structure and properties, intermolecular
phases and forces, chemical reactions, chemical thermodynamics, equilibrium and kinetics, formation and
behavior of solutions, acids and bases, and electrochemistry.
As mandated by the College Board, students will spend at least 25 % of the time involved in hands-on
laboratory investigations. Many of these are of an inquiry nature and are open-ended where students will
be required to generate questions for investigation, choose which variables to investigate, design and
conduct their own experimental procedures, collect, analyze, interpret, and display data, and determine
how to present their conclusions. Students will learn to use modern chemical lab techniques such as
LabPro interface and LogerPro software, spectroscopy, spectrophotometry, various gravimetric analysis,
and chromatography.
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Development of critical thinking skills and clear communication of ideas are key components of the
course. Students will develop skills in the qualitative representation of chemistry models and connection
of the macro-world phenomena with the micro-world representations and models are emphasized.
Students will use of appropriate mathematics (algebra manipulations, reading and building graphs) to
solve problems quantitatively.
The advanced placement student is expected to do considerable outside study and preparation including
significant reading assignments from the online and textbook sources, question and problems sets, and
work related to labs including but not limited to design of lab investigation method, data analysis and
writing of lab discussions.
Students are encouraged to take the Advanced Placement Examination, and those who do so will be
exempted from the course final examination if they choose.
AP PHYSICS 1 (339 & 340)
Grades 11-12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 2.25 credits
A successful AP Physics student will have:
1. Completed Honors Chemistry with a B or higher
2. Completed Algebra 2/Trig Honors with a B or higher
3. Successful completion or enrollment in Pre-Calculus and/or
4. Teacher recommendation
Advanced Placement Physics 1 is a college level course offered in high school. Students electing this
laboratory science course should be highly motivated, have a strong interest in science and enjoy the use
of mathematics and problem solving. Course content is based upon the syllabus of the Advanced
Placement Program. Major content areas include Newtonian mechanics (linear and rotational), work,
energy, power, mechanical waves and sound, and an introduction to electric circuits. Analysis of
experimental data, modeling, vector mathematics, approaches to problem-solving and history of physics
also are included and overlap many of the topical areas. An understanding of basic principles and the
ability to apply these principles toward the solution of problems are the major goals of this course.
The advanced placement student is expected to do considerable outside study and preparation. This will
include some topics that may not be covered during class.
Experimental work is extensive and is used to discover, illuminate and reinforce basic principles and
relationships. Student design of experimental procedures to accomplish objectives is an integral part of
laboratory work.
Experiments range from teacher-directed to student-designed open-ended investigations. Students are
exposed to and encouraged to use computer technology for the purpose of data acquisition and analysis
as well as the writing of lab reports. Lab reports, formal or informal, are required after most experiments.
Critical thinking, careful and detailed analysis and clear communication of ideas are stressed. The use of
mathematics for analysis and problem solving is a key component of the course. Problem-solving is used
extensively to reinforce and expand the students' understanding of concepts.
Student explanation of her/his work to other students in class is used extensively. Explanation of new
concepts and selected problems are provided by the teacher. Students are expected to be responsible, to
strive for excellence and to work cooperatively with classmates. Students are encouraged to take the
Advanced Placement Examination, and those who do so will be exempted from the course final
examination if they choose.
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LIFE SCIENCE ELECTIVE COURSES
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY (347)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology (C or better)
This course is a yearlong study of the systems of the human body. It begins at the tissue level and covers
both the microscopic and large (gross) structures and their functions. The pathology or diseases of each
system is explored with a focus on how our choices affect our overall health. Dissection is an essential
part of this course and includes a mammalian organism (cat, rabbit, or mink), as well as individual organs
including the brain, kidney, heart and knee of either a cow or sheep. Students will utilize art extensively
for projects in each body system. Assessments include a good deal of memorization of anatomical
vocabulary. Other lab experiences include measuring pulse, blood pressure, respiration rate, lung
volume, kidney function, and reflexes.
HONORS ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY (348)
Grades 10-12: Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion (B or better) in Honors Biology
This course is an extensive yearlong study of the systems of the human body. It is intended for students
considering careers in medicine, nursing, physical therapy, or other health sciences. Systems are
explored from the microscopic level through the tissue and gross (large) organ level. The pathology
(disease) and homeostatic imbalances of each system is discussed as well the interdependence of each
system on the others. Dissection is an essential part of this course and includes a mammalian organism
(cat, rabbit, or mink), as well as individual organs including the brain, kidney, heart and knee of either a
cow or sheep. Students will utilize art extensively for projects in each body system. Assessments will
include a great deal of memorization of anatomical vocabulary. Other lab experiences include measuring
pulse, blood pressure, respiration rate, lung volume, kidney function and reflexes. Honors level students
will be expected to analyze case studies, complete independent research, and design their own lab
protocols.
ECOLOGY (389/390)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
This lab based science course is a hands-on, project-based field course that examines the essence of
ecology: the interactions of organisms and their environment. It is the study of the structure and function
of nature. Key topics include comparisons of ecosystems (salt marsh, estuaries, pine/hardwood forests,
freshwater wetlands, etc.). The ecology of populations including competition within a species of
organisms, competition between different species, symbiotic relationships among organisms including
parasitism, mutualism, and commensalism will be addressed.
Additionally, the course will explore concepts such as the establishment of communities, succession of
communities and the impact of invasive species introduced into a native plant community. Global
ecological issues will also be woven into the curriculum. Articles from scientific journals and guest
speakers dealing with these concepts will supplement information available in texts. Field work will be
utilized to test hypotheses and to reinforce concepts from the course. Independent, group and class field
studies will be required. Lab skills and knowledge introduced and developed in earlier science courses
will be expanded upon and utilized in ecology. Analysis and discussion of information from the readings
will be used throughout the course. Data collection and analysis, graphing, drawing and writing will be
necessary for field study reporting.
Students, who take the honors level, should be leaders in class discussions and willing to take academic
risks. Additionally, each student should be able to work independently on projects assigned out of the
core curriculum and manage their time appropriately so that they are able to meet project deadlines.
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Honors level students will be assessed at a higher level on all written and oral work. A wide range of
teaching methods will be employed so all learners have access to the curriculum. Emphasis will be on
critical thinking, class discussions, and application of theoretical concepts in field studies. Students are
expected to take walking field trips to study nearby local ecosystems and students will also take bus trips
to study the Cape Cod shoreline.
BIODIVERSITY (343)
Grades 9-10: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
This course focuses on the diversity of life on Earth as it has changed over time. Students will hone their
observational skills as they describe key features of various groups of organisms, including a focus on the
diversity of life on Cape Cod. Students will also explore the fossil record to examine milestones in life’s
history, such as the formation of the first cells, the start of photosynthesis, and the beginning of
multicellular life. Dissections will help students examine key developments.
In addition, students will analyze biodiversity at the molecular level and use technology to visualize
evolutionary relationships between groups of organisms. Perhaps most importantly, students will consider
the direct, practical impacts that studying biodiversity has on human health, agriculture, forensics,
industry, and natural resource conservation.
MARINE SCIENCE (382/383)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of MCAS (either Biology or Introduction to Physics)
Marine Science is a fascinating field that brings together people of diverse interests. Concern with our
impact on the marine environment, particularly the conservation of marine life, is a reason to begin
studying about the ocean. As citizens of this planet, we have an obligation to care for this important
resource. This course will help students better understand the ocean, how it works, and what they can do
to help protect it.
Marine Science is an interdisciplinary science, combining aspects of Oceanography and Marine Biology.
Students will spend the first semester learning about the physical aspects of the ocean, currents, waves,
tides, and the second semester learning about the life that exists in the ocean as well as how human
interactions with the ocean affect them.
Emphasis will be on developing laboratory skills including data collection & analysis, evaluation of
information, and oral & written communication of experimental results.
Honors Option: The honors option requires students to conduct additional research that will further their
knowledge of the ocean.
HONORS BIOLOGY OF CANCER (354)
Grades 11-12: Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
In this 15-week elective course, students will learn the history of cancer; they will understand how cancer
is studied in epidemiology and research. With the support of the Great Disease program from Tufts
University, the course will reflect the latest in research and application of today.
Students will dive into the cellular world and refresh their knowledge of cellular division and learn about its
regulation. Students will also explore DNA and its function in protein production, in communication
between cells, and also its regulation. Mutations will be a main subject throughout this unit. Knowledge of
anatomy and physiology will be reinforced and will be a constant throughout the course. Biochemistry and
biotechnology as well as molecular genetics will take place as supporting cast throughout the whole
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course as well. Students will have a chance to explore screening and diagnosis of the disease and
understand the new approaches in medicine and in research. Evolution concepts will be central
throughout and will drive the entire discussion on the random processes of mutations when placed in the
definitive world of the environment where cells live. The course will attempt to answer the following 5
questions: What is cancer and why should we care? What does it mean to be a ‘normal’ cell? How does a
normal cell become cancerous? How does cancer make us sick? How do we treat cancer?
The class will consist of case studies, videos, and worksheets in class, simple presentation and some
application of mathematics such as statistics. Grading will be based mostly on classroom participation
and completion of work, on homework and presentations. A single final test which will address students’
misconceptions will also be part of the grading.
INFECTIOUS DISEASE AND THE HUMAN IMMUNE SYSTEM (329/330)
Grades 11-12: Level 2 or Honors by contract
(Semester) .75 credits
Prerequisites: Successful completion of (C or better) of Biology or Honors Biology.
The essential question for this course is: “Why do we get sick, and how do we get better?” This course
includes curriculum from the Tuft’s University Great Diseases project for students- a curricula designed to
engage high school students in the science behind their real-world experiences of health and disease.
We will explore the microbiology of pathogens (bacteria and viruses), the history of epidemics and
plagues, learn about the body’s innate and adaptive immune system, and be able to explain the role
vaccines and antibiotics play in keeping society safe and healthy. Students will explore a case study lab
experience in microbiology including learning the following skills: agar plating of bacteria, gram staining,
and antibiotic resistance in cultures. Students will explore what it means to be an epidemiologist as we
focus on an outbreak of the Ebola virus that occurred in West Africa in 2014.
Honors Option: Includes a final project that students will select from options discussed in class.
NEUROLOGICAL DISORDERS (300/308)
Grades 11-12: Level 2 or Honors by contract
(Semester) .75 credits
Prerequisites: Successful completion of (C or better) of Biology or Honors Biology.
This course includes curriculum from the Tuft’s University Great Diseases project for students- a curricula
designed to engage high school students in the science behind their real-world experiences of health and
disease. The Neurological Disorders (ND) Module is organized around five key questions. What do our
brains need to do? What are the building blocks of our brains? How do our neurons communicate with
each other? How do our neurons work together to control behaviors? How do our choices change our
brains? These questions guide our investigation of the nervous system from the building blocks of our
brains to how our brains control behavior. The students will explore each of these questions and then, for
a final project, use what they have learned to describe how the different choices we make can change our
brains. Topics include neuron axon signaling, PET, MRI and other brain diagnostic tools, sleep, memory
and learning, drugs and addiction, pain and reward pathways, narcolepsy, epilepsy and Alzheimer’s
Disease.
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HONORS BIOTECHNOLOGY (307)
Grades 10-12: Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
Prerequisites:
1. B or better in Honors Biology
2. B or better in Honors Chemistry or currently enrolled in Honors Chemistry with a B+ or better average
for Semester 1 and teacher recommendation
This semester two laboratory science class is designed for students who want to explore topics in
biotechnology. Students should have an interest in biological fields and solid math skills. With an industry
focus, Biotechnology is an excellent course for students who are considering careers such as genetics,
biomedical engineering or biomedical research.
Biotechnology is a multi-disciplinary course integrating a variety of topics from the areas of biochemistry,
microbiology, molecular biology, virology, cell biology, genomics, and proteomics. The course will
emphasize modern biotechnology laboratory techniques including aseptic techniques for establishing
microbial cultures, detection and analysis of recombinant DNA molecules, protein purification, SDS gel
electrophoresis and the use of PCR technology for genetic analysis. Biogenealogy, evolution, disease
diagnosis, cancer screening and forensics sciences (including discussions of crime scene investigation,
fingerprinting, and skeleton identification), biopharmaceuticals and agriculture are possible topics for
inquiry.
The interdisciplinary field of Bioinformatics using computational techniques to help frame and solve
biological problems has become an essential component of modern life sciences. In this course, the basic
concepts of bioinformatics will be discussed with the focus on how to identify, obtain, establish, maintain
and exchange research information in biology. The use of mathematical, statistical and computing
methods to solve complex biological problems using searches of internet databases will be employed.
Although this does not require any computer programming skills, prior exposure to personal computers,
e-mail, and the Internet is essential. Throughout the course, possible career paths and ethics will be
presented and discussed
HONORS EVOLUTION AND BIODIVERSITY (343)
Grades 11-12: Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology (level 2 or honors with a grade of C or better).
This course reviews and expands upon students’ knowledge of evolution from Biology. Students will
explore the diversity of life by researching the fossil record to examine milestones in life’s history, such as
the formation of the first cells, the start of photosynthesis, and the beginning of complex multicellular life.
Dissections also will help students examine key developments in multicellular evolution, as well. In
addition, students will analyze the impact of evolution at the genetic level. They will hone their
organizational skills as they sequence DNA and sift through massive databases of DNA and protein
sequences to visualize evolutionary relationships. Perhaps most importantly, students will consider the
direct, practical impacts evolution has on human health, agriculture, forensics, industry, and natural
resource conservation.
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HORTICULTURE (387)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credit
There is currently a need for workers who have learned about plant science as well as plant
management. Horticulture is a course that blends both vocational objectives and science objectives.
Students who take this semester course will learn about the science of plants and plant management.
They will work in both a classroom and a greenhouse setting. Students will be expected to know how to
grow plants traditionally in soil as well as hydroponically. They will also learn how to manage plants in a
greenhouse setting. Topics include soils, nutrients and growth regulators, water management and pest
management. Students will also be involved in setting up a classroom composting project. The
importance of growing and using plants in individual and community gardens will be emphasized as a
greener and healthier way to live.
This is a hands-on course requiring students to be individually as well as collaboratively responsible for
the care and maintenance of plants grown in the greenhouse and in school gardens. Students will raise
plants and conduct a sale of their products. Students will be assessed on their keeping of daily journals,
designing, conducting and reporting on projects relating to growing plants, problem solving, time
management and collaboration skills.
PHYSICAL SCIENCE ELECTIVE COURSES
EARTH AND SPACE SYSTEMS (315/316)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites:
1. Successful completion of Biology or Introduction to Physics and MCAS
2. Successful completion of Geometry
Earth & Space Systems is a laboratory science course exploring structure and principles of Astronomy
and Earth Science. It integrates principles of physics, chemistry, and biology and builds on content and
skills developed in preceding science courses. Students electing this course will investigate the nature of
the universe, our solar system and how earth fits within these larger systems.
Topics for this course include theories concerning the formation of the universe and its components
(galaxies, solar systems, planets…) including star formation and evolution. Students will investigate
relative sizes and motions of components, modern astronomical technologies, solar processes, survival in
space, requirements and possibility of life beyond Earth, plate tectonics processes of planets, rocks and
formation, erosion features and processes, and rock recycling labs and projects involve numerous skills
such as scale drawings (and analysis), the geometry of lunar phases, spectral analysis of star-light,
triangulation of meteorite paths, orbital geometry of Jupiter’s moons, earthquake analysis of seismic
waves, and quantitative problem solving.
Students will employ the use of the Werner Schmidt Observatory on our grounds, to observe planets,
stars, and other astronomical events. Honors projects involve collecting and analyzing astronomical data,
then submitting results to the scientific community online.
Teachers employ a wide variety of teaching methods including labs, problem solving, student
presentations and interactive demonstrations.
Honors Option Prerequisites:
1. Successful completion of Biology
2. B- or higher in Geometry
3. Successful completion or enrollment in Algebra 2/Trig
The honors section of Earth and Space Systems will be a fast paced class. Students in this class will be
expected to perform a minimum of one hour of intensive homework per class. The ability to interpret and
apply abstract concepts and to perform a high degree of quantitative analysis will be expected of all
students. Personal motivation and proper time management skills will be essential for a student electing
this course.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY AND GREEN TECHNOLOGY (319)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites:
1. Successful completion of Biology or Introduction to Physics
2. Successful completion of Geometry
This course surveys renewable and nonrenewable energy sources, energy technologies, and
environmental impacts of each source. Students will learn why we use energy and how it’s transformed
into useful power. Energy sources included in this survey are bio-fuels, fossil fuels, solar energy, nuclear
energy, and geothermal energy as well as energy from wind, water, waves, and hydrogen. Students will
research alternative vehicles and emerging technologies. Students will learn about their own personal
energy use and how the U.S. uses and manages energy. National and international energy use polices
will be examined. Green products and sustainability concepts will be researched and discussed.
DESIGN SQUAD (372)
(Note: Credit availability is for Grade 9 only)
Grades 8-9: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Design Squad is a semester-long STEM class that focuses on the exploration of engineering problems
through math, science and technology. Students will work as a team and use the design process to
complete a series of design challenges. Students must use higher order thinking skills and collaborate
with their classmates as they build, evaluate, and revise prototypes for each challenge. Examples of
some design challenges are air powered rockets, protective carriers for eggs, elastic-band powered
vehicles, and solar water heaters.
RENEWABLE ENERGY (377)
(Note: Credit availability is for Grade 9 only)
Grades 8-9: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
You know about getting energy from renewable sources, but how do they work? Alternative cars, wind
turbines, solar homes, solar cells, hydrogen fuel cells, water and wave power will be investigated with fun
hands-on activities, on-line research, mini-labs, design challenges and model building. In the process
learn how engines, electric motors, and generators work. Combine technologies to design mini-coastline
power stations for Cape Cod. The course includes independent and group work.
GSTEM
(Note: Credit availability is for Grades 9 – 10 only)
Grades 8-10: Honors
(Semester) 0.75 credits
Global STEM (GSTEM) is mentored by the Global STEM Education Center. The program is dedicated to
international collaboration and teamwork and is focused on science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) projects in a specific topic.
DYRHS students team up with students from schools in other countries to work together on various
science and engineering projects. The courses help students to develop global collaboration and
international teamwork skills while working with their peers in other countries via telecommunication
technology and conducting on-line research and hands-on activities. The courses are project-based and
inquiry-driven with emphasis on student self-discovery and teamwork.
Students will get awards in the form of Certificates of Completion from the Global STEM Education Center
certifying that they completed international collaborative STEM program.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND THE BIG DATA (373)
In this innovative, cutting-edge STEM program, students will learn about one of the most exciting and
fast-developing areas of modern technology: Artificial Intelligence (AI) and its subfield, the Big Data
technologies.
AI is the name for computer systems able to perform tasks that normally require human intelligence, such
as visual perception, speech recognition, decision-making, and translation between languages. You will
learn the foundations of AI, Machine Learning, BIG Data; AI applications developed by Google, IBM, and
Microsoft; AI in Science and Engineering, Health Care and Medicine, and in Computer Gaming. Some AI
applications include "Smart-Homes”, Weather Forecasting and other areas such as personal assistance,
fashion, traveling and cooking.
You will learn about being a responsible user of AI and foundations of AI Ethics and Empathy. You will
investigate AI as a "smart" tool and explore the foundations of AI as a "smart" collaborator. Examples of
the AI applications for space exploration include using AI by NASA engineers as a co-worker and
collaborator.
The Big Data is a part of the AI technology. The term Big Data describes the computerized devices that
collect, organize, process and visualize millions of the data points describing the Earth systems such as
atmosphere, hydrosphere, cryosphere, and biosphere. The devices can be stations located on Earth as
well as installed on NASA’s space satellites.
SPACE EXPLORATION (367)
This course is dedicated to NASA’s space exploration and includes both near-Earth exploration and deep
space research. The course also includes the most recent NASA’s missions dedicated to sustainable
developments of our Planet Earth.
You will conduct research of the Earth, Sun and the Moon, the Solar System planets, the birth and the life
cycles of stars, and the Big Bang theory. You will also design your own space missions to the Solar
System planets or into deep space. You will judge for yourself if it is easy for astronauts to live and work
on the International Space Station.
When you think about NASA you think about Space Exploration, but NASA also employs satellites in the
lower orbits monitoring the condition of our own Planet Earth. Does our planet have enough resources to
sustain life on Earth? In this class you will learn about the NASA’s Sustainable Development Goals as a
collection of 17 global goals designed to be a "blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future
for all".
Our planet's citizens are the space travelers as the Earth travels in the space. How safe is this travel? Are
there any asteroids might be on a collision course with our Planet? In this class, you will learn more
about the asteroids, comets and NASA mission devoted to the safety of our Planet.
You will meet with NASA engineering collaborators from SETI Institute in California that are working on
searching the answers if there is an intelligent life on other planets.
You will learn about the NASA GLOBE program that provides students with the opportunity to participate
in data collection and the scientific process, and contribute meaningfully to our understanding of the Earth
system and global environment - this would be YOUR personal contribution to sustaining life on our
planet.
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History and Social Science Curriculum Chart

Gr 8

Mod World History
Gr 9
Lev 2/H
Year
1.50 Cr

US History I
Gr 10
Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr

US History II
Gr 11
Lev 2
Year
1.50 Cr

AP Psychology
Gr 11-12 Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

AP Human Geography
Gr 9
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

US History I
Gr 10
Lev H
Year
1.50 Cr

US History II
Gr 11
Lev H
Year
1.50 Cr

AP European Hist
Gr 11-12 Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

Civics
Lev 2/Adv
Year

AP Gov & Politics
Gr 11-12
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

AP US History
Gr 11-12
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

MAJOR ELECTIVES

Ancient Worlds

Gr 10-12
Sem

Lev 2/H
.75 Cr

Philosophy and Rhetoric
Gr 9-12 Lev 2/H
Sem
.75 cr

WW2/Holocaust

Cape Youth
Force

Criminology

Government and
Politics

Gr 11-12 Lev 2/H
Year
1.50 Cr

Economics

Psychology

Legal Minds

European
History

Sociology

Criminal vs. Civil

Gr 12
Year

Lev H
1.50 Cr

People, Property
& Promises
Sr Honors Seminar

Society and the
Individual

Social Institutions and
the Changing World

INTEREST ELECTIVES

Gr 8-12
Sem

Lev 2
.50 Cr

Gr 8-12
Sem

Lev 2
.50 Cr

Gr 10-12
Sem

Lev 2
.50 Cr

Gr 8-9
Sem

Lev 2
.50 Cr

E Sports
Current Events

History of Home
and Hearth in the
U.S

Debate
TV Culture
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HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
In accordance with the Massachusetts History and Social Studies Curriculum Frameworks, the history
and social science program presents core academic content, concepts, and skills in history, geography,
economics, and civics and government that are essential to the study of democracy and to the
development of educated and responsible citizens. In an effort to foster informed and reasoned
adherence to the ideals of a free society, the history and social science program will emphasize critical
thinking based on factual knowledge grouped under seven concepts for understanding: Interdependence;
People, Places & Environments; Culture & Identities; Power & Participation; Time, Continuity & Change;
Science, Technology, & Society; Production & Distribution. The central ideas, events, people, and works
that have shaped our world, for good or ill, are not at all obsolete. Instead, the quicker the pace of
change, the more critical it will be for us to remember them and understand them well. Without this
knowledge, citizens remain helpless to make wise judgments about that which secures or endangers
personal freedom.
By becoming skillful and competent in history and social science, students understand ideas central to the
th
vision of the 18 century founders that hold us together as a nation. They know how democratic ideas
have been turned into institutions and practices. This knowledge coupled with an understanding of the
current condition of the world and how it got that way, prepares one to act upon the challenges to
democracy in our own day.
To become well-grounded in history and social science and to continue life-long learning, students must
acquire core knowledge and a firm grasp of reasoning and practice in inquiry and research. They must
learn to frame and test hypotheses, to distinguish logical from illogical reasoning and to grasp the
superiority of reflective thinking and evaluation over impulsive and uninformed rush to judgment and
decision. Beyond defining what students should know, it is essential to consider what students should do
to demonstrate their understandings and to apply their knowledge in productive ways. Specifically, this
program stresses the reading, writing, listening, speaking and cooperative learning skills required for
informed, independent learning.
The graduation requirement in this history and social science program is three major courses (4.50
credits) in grades 9-12. Freshmen are enrolled in an appropriate level course in contemporary world
history. Students are required to then complete a two-year sequence of courses in United States History
I and II. In addition to the graduate requirement, students are encouraged to continue their enhancement
of their critical thinking skills by enrolling in a variety of the electives offered.
Final course offerings are dependent upon student enrollment numbers and teacher availability.
TH

8

GRADE – UNITED STATES AND MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNMENT AND CIVIC LIFE (129/130)
Grade 8: Standard and Advanced
(Year)

In this class, students will study the roots and foundations of U.S. democracy while also learning the skills
to practice their involvement in government and civic life. Students study how democracy has evolved
over time through analyzing primary documents, such as the United States and Massachusetts
Constitutions; how and why government institutions developed; how government evolves through
legislation and court decisions; and how individuals exercise their rights and civic responsibilities to
maintain a healthy democracy in the nation and the Commonwealth.
Students will read about, debate, analyze and practice the following topics; the development of U.S. and
State government, the three branches of government and related institutions, citizen rights and
responsibilities, the Constitution in practice, Supreme Court precedents, state and local government
practice and issues, freedom of the press and media literacy. Students will develop projects allowing
them to actively participate in helping their school, local, state or world community through this class.
They will be prepared to discuss complex and controversial issues and ideas with people of different
views and practice speaking and writing with clarity and respectfulness. Students will learn to analyze
social and news media sources while evaluating factual content, bias and point of view. This class will
develop and practice the skills and habits of citizen civic engagement and learn the institutions, history
and power structure needed to understand and be an active participant in democratic society and
government.
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MODERN WORLD HISTORY (101/102)
Grade 9: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
The goal of this course is for the students to understand themselves and others in time and place. The
last two centuries are examined with a critical eye to understanding how we got here and why our world
looks the way it does today. By learning how people have discovered, identified and tried to contend with
essential questions of human affairs through time and across borders, students will have the opportunity
to understand and appreciate different points of view.
Students study the rise of the nation state in Europe and the Americas, and efforts to create new forms of
government. Specific events include the American and French Revolutions, the impact of
industrialization, the rise of capitalism, the conflicts and wars that resulted from the competition for global
resources and the rise of independence movements.
Global relations are analyzed in the context of imperialism and efforts to reconcile differences through
international relations and through institutions like the United Nations. Throughout the course, historical
events are explored with the purpose of making connections with contemporary events, connections that
will enable students to discover a wealth of history lessons that can be learned from and carried forward.
A variety of social science skills are developed. Students engage in reading for comprehension, analysis
st
and writing skills. They prepare short essays, presentations, and practice 21 century skills.
Honors Option Prerequisite: Grade 9 Honors World History contract, signed by student and
parent/guardian
Honors level students should be leaders in class discussions, willing to take academic risks, display solid
writing skills and be expected to work independently. In addition to the expectations outlined in level 2,
honors students’ written work will be more rigorous and will be corrected to a higher standard.
UNITED STATES HISTORY I: (105/106)
THE REVOLUTION THROUGH THE GILDED AGE (1763-1900)
Grade 10: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Students will examine the historical and intellectual origins of the United States during the Revolutionary
and Constitutional eras. The important political and economic factors that contributed to the Revolution
as well as the consequences of the Revolution, including the writing and key ideas of the U. S.
Constitution will provide the foundation for this course. Other topics to be studied in U.S. History I will be
America’s westward expansion, the establishment of political parties, and economic and social change in
the new nation. The course will culminate with study of the growth of sectional conflict in the emerging
nation, the resultant Civil War and the consequences of the Civil War, including Industrialism. The reading
of primary source documents is a key feature of this course.
Students will be asked to develop a variety of skills in an effort to meet the course objectives. Specific
concepts and skills include, but are not limited to: long and short- term cause and effect relationships,
distinguishing fact from opinion, interpretation of historical maps, charts and graphs, distinguishing
intended from unintended consequences, gathering and assessing evidence, historical context and the
language skills necessary to become an independent learner.
Instructional strategies and materials include the use of discussions, readings, role-playing, lectures,
cooperative learning, audio-visual programs, and research and computer activities.
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Honors Option Prerequisite: A- or higher in level 2, B- or higher in honors in grade nine social studies or
teacher recommendation.
Honors is intended for those students with a serious interest in history and a willingness to apply
themselves to a rigorous course of study with high expectations. In addition to those skills outlined in
level 2, directed-documents essays are utilized to develop expository writing skills. A variety of
discussion techniques are employed to further develop listening and speaking skills. A broad selection of
texts and readings, monographs, primary sources and selected audio-visual materials augment skill
development. Quizzes and tests are designed to reflect depth of understanding and particular emphasis
is placed on expository writing assignments.
UNITED STATES HISTORY II: U.S. HISTORY SINCE 1900 (109/110)
Grade 11: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
This course introduces students to major developments in U.S. History from 1900 to the present.
Students will analyze the causes and consequences of the Industrial Revolution, westward expansion
and America’s growing role in diplomatic relations. Students study the goals and accomplishments of the
Progressive movement and the New Deal. Students also learn about the various factors that led to
America’s entry into World War I and World War II as well as the consequences of these wars on
American life. Finally, students will study the causes and course of the Cold War, important economic
and political changes during the Cold War, including the Civil Rights movement, and recent events and
trends that have shaped modern-day America.
Students will focus on the following concepts from the Massachusetts State Frameworks: historical
understanding including chronology of events and cause and effect, geographic place and its impact on
the human environment, basic economic concepts, rights and responsibilities of citizenship, and the role
authority and power play in the evolution of US History over the past 100 + years. Three concepts,
power, interdependence and equality, are spiraled through each unit to provide continuity and
understanding.
Students will be asked to develop a variety of skills, such as interpretation and construction of historical
timelines, maps, charts and graphs; distinguishing historical fact from opinion, and intended from
unintended consequences. Further emphasis will be placed on the development of the student’s reading,
writing, speaking and research skills.
Instructional strategies and materials include discussions, readings, lectures, role-playing activities,
question and answer, cooperative learning, audio-visual programs and technology-based activities.
Honors Option Prerequisites:
1. A- or higher in level 2 in U. S. History I, B- or higher in honors U. S. History I
2. Teacher recommendation
Honors is intended for those students with a serious interest in history and a willingness to apply
themselves to a rigorous course of study with high expectations. This course focuses on a deeper
understanding of the state’s standards than US History Since 1900 level 2 but is not as demanding as
Advanced Placement US History.
Students will be expected to identify historical connections and hypothesize long term trends. Essay
assignments are assigned to develop expository skills. The course is student-centered and encourages
informed dialogue and the seminar format.
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY (121)
Grades 11-12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites:
1. A- or better in level 2, B- or better in honors, C or better in AP Social Studies course in grade 11
2. Teacher recommendation
3. Successfully complete and submit to the teacher a summer assignment by the first day of school in
September. This assignment will be assessed and become a key part of the first term grade.
One of the central goals of the course is to provide students with a basic narrative of the cultural,
economic, political, and social developments in Europe that played a fundamental role in shaping our
world. In addition, the stated goals of AP European History include helping students to develop an
understanding of some of the principal themes in modern world history, an ability to analyze historical
evidence, and an ability to analyze and to express historical understanding in writing.
Students wishing to take the Advanced Placement European History course should be highly motivated,
self-disciplined, and responsible workers, willing to spend at least one to two hours nightly per class in the
collection, analysis, and production of required material. It is a writing-intensive and cumulative course,
covering European History from the late Medieval Ages to the present. Class activities range from guided
discussions and debates to essay work and video/document analysis. Frequent testing and review of
material is necessary. Students are expected to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May, and
those who do so will be exempted from the course final examination.
AP U.S. HISTORY (111)
Grades 11-12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites:
1. A- or better in level 2, B- or better in honors Social Studies course in grade 10
2. Teacher recommendation
3. Successfully complete and submit to the teacher a summer assignment by the first day of school in
September. This assignment will be assessed and become a key part of the first term grade.
Advanced Placement is intended for those students with a serious interest in history. Students
recommended should be able to identify relations in readings and show direction and change in long term
trends. Students need good writing skills since expository writing is an essential activity. The course
fosters a critical appreciation of American traditions and institutions, toleration of differing viewpoints and
respect for history's complexities and ambiguities.
Advanced Placement is a chronological survey of American history since 1492 with emphasis on the
post-Civil War period. In addition to exposing students to the historical content, Advanced Placement will
train students to analyze and interpret primary sources, including documentary material, maps, statistical
tables, and pictorial and graphic evidence of historical events. Students will learn to take notes from both
printed materials and lectures or discussions to write essay examinations, and to write analytical and
research papers. They will be able to express themselves with clarity and precision and know how to cite
sources and credit the phrases and ideas of others. The course is also linked to the History, Geography,
Economic and Civics/Government Strands of the Massachusetts Frameworks. The above mentioned
units should be completed by mid-May; thereafter, students will be working on special projects.
This course uses college level texts and readings, primary sources and selected audio-visual materials.
Written work constitutes an integral part of skill development. Essay assignments are given to develop
expository skills. This is a student-centered course which emphasizes informed dialogue and the seminar
format. Students are expected to take the Advanced Placement Examination in May, and those who do
so will be exempted from the course final examination.
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AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY(137)
Grade 9: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
AP Human Geography introduces high school students to college-level introductory human or cultural
geography. The content is presented thematically rather than regionally and is organized around the
discipline’s main subfields: economic, cultural, political and urban. The approach is spatial and problem
oriented. Case studies are drawn from all world regions with an emphasis on understanding the world in
which we live today. Historical information serves to enrich analysis of the impacts of phenomena such as
globalization, colonialism and human-environment relationships on places, regions, cultural landscapes
and patterns of interaction.
Some topics with which students will engage include: problems of economic development and cultural
change; consequences of population growth and international migration; struggles over political power
and control of territory; conflicts over the demands of ethnic minorities and the role of women in society;
explanations of why location matters to agricultural land use, industrial development and urban problems;
and role of climate change and environmental abuses in shaping the human landscapes on Earth.
The goal for the course is for the student to become more geoliterate, more engaged in contemporary
global issues and more informed about multicultural viewpoints. They will develop skills in approaching
problems geographically, using maps and geospatial technologies, thinking critically about texts and
graphic images, interpreting cultural landscapes and applying geographic concepts such as scale, region,
diffusion, interdependence and spatial interaction. Students will see geography as a discipline relevant to
the world in which they live; as a source of ideas for identifying, clarifying and solving problems at various
scales; and as a key component of building global citizenship and environmental stewardship.
AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT & POLITICS (124)
Grade 12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
This course provides a college-level, nonpartisan introduction to key political concepts, ideas, institutions,
policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the constitutional system and political culture
of the United States. Students will study US foundational documents, Supreme Court decisions and other
texts and visuals to gain an understanding of the relationships and interactions among political
institutions, processes, and behaviors. They will also engage in disciplinary practices that require them to
read and interpret data, make comparisons and applications, and develop evidence-based arguments. In
addition, they will complete a political science research, or applied civics project.
Students enrolling in this course should have a high level of interest in history, government and politics.
This is a college-level course that requires a substantial amount of daily reading and preparation. There
is a heavy emphasis on writing, debate, and discussion.
MAJOR ELECTIVES
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (158/142)
Grades: 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
What are the rights and responsibilities of an American citizen? What does it mean to be an active citizen
in public life? Why do we need government? The varied answers to these questions will be explored in
this semester class. Public values such as freedom, fairness, justice and democracy will be examined by
the development of vital skills such as-dialogue, active listening, Internet research and communication,
analyzing, compromising, negotiating and planning. Local, state and national government issues will be
explored.
People learn the democratic arts by doing them. Students will research, debate and discuss important
local, national and world issues of contemporary concern. After exploration of these issues, students will
observe, participate and evaluate a public problem solving process in the school or wider community.
This class will culminate with a final exhibition of civic problem solving from each student on a public issue
of his/her choice.
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ANCIENT WORLDS
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75 credits
The ancient world was a time of excitement and of danger. The world was newer and full of unexplored
wonders. It was also a time of danger and mystery, when cruel God-Kings decided the fate of millions and
savage rites were performed for even crueler Gods. Every semester the students and the teacher will
explore one or two different societies that existed in this time period (3000 BC-1000 AD). We will examine
not only their wars and adventures, but also their entertainment, art and when possible their lost
languages and mysterious writing systems. The realms of the Gods and demons will also be explored,
with an emphasis on the rites and magic used to satisfy and control these dangerous beings.
The idea behind Ancient Worlds is to introduce students to the events, peoples and ideas that existed
between 3000 BC and 1000 AD. This time period is crucial for the development of modern society both in
cultural terms and in technological terms. As part of the course, the students will make connections
between the philosophies (both secular and religious), events, arts, and architecture of the society under
study and their counterparts in the modern world. Join us as we explore Ancient Worlds!
The class will read original texts, observe and recreate the art of the period, discuss important events,
learn how to pass notes in dead languages, and use technology to explore the ruins and objects left
behind by these societies. The class will be assessed through a series of short papers, a small number of
standard tests, a creative project and a final exam.
CRIMINOLOGY (169/170)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
This semester elective is an introduction to the study of crime using multiple social sciences such as
sociology, psychology, and political science as lenses. Students will understand the purpose of laws and
analyze the many ways government deals with and defines crime. Students will first understand the legal
framework and then proceed to analyze a variety of statistics and theories behind criminal behavior.
Students will be asked to interact with one of the many institutions involving crime and interview someone
in a profession connected to criminology.
Some of the many topics to be studied will include profiling the criminal mind, law-making and the court
system, citizen rights and responsibilities, social institutions, criminal behavior, criminal law and criminal
justice, policing, juvenile delinquency, and prisons. In addition to a mandatory interview outside the
classroom students will be expected to discuss assigned readings and complete efficient research.
Teaching methods will include experimentation, discussion, Socratic seminars, reading analysis, lectures,
role-playing, research and audio-visual presentations.
Honors Option: Honors level work in an upper grade level class requires students to consistently exhibit
strong class communication skills and high quality written work. Honors level students should expect to
substantially contribute to all class activities, as well as being willing to personalize class concepts and
take intellectual risks in applying sociological theories to real life. Honors level students will often have
more homework and longer assignments. It is important that honors level students are also active
listeners, able to consider and respectfully respond to other’s comments and always exhibit a reliable
work ethic.
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ECONOMICS (139/146)
Grades 11-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Contemporary Economics introduces students to key concepts and principles of the American economic
system and relates these concepts and principles to students’ future economic roles. Content includes
the following: a survey of economic systems as societies decide what to produce, how and for whom; a
study of the role of supply and demand, prices and profits in a market economy; and understanding of the
organization and role of business firms in terms of how decisions are made as they respond to market
structures. Further topics studied in this course are an understanding of economic performance
indicators, along with fiscal (taxation) and monetary (money and banking) responses to market failures
and what these mean in terms of poverty, employment, and other quality of life indicators. World trade,
exchange rates and Third World development are additional topics for study.
Instructional methods include class discussion, inquiry, lectures, and audio-visual materials. Skill
development concentrates upon critical analysis and application of concepts to assignments and
activities. Course materials include an assigned textbook, and reprints from contemporary economics
journals as well as other readings.
EUROPEAN HISTORY (191/143)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
In many ways, the modern world is a creation of Europe. This may not be politically correct, but it is
essentially true. Politically, the world is dominated by liberal democracies, totalitarian dictatorships and
nationalistic regimes, all of which emerged in Europe first and are grounded in the European
th
th
Enlightenment and Romantic movements of the 18 and 19 century. Economically the world economy
with its stock markets and driving consumerism has its beginnings with the Atlantic economy created by
th
th
Europe in the 16 and 17 centuries. The critiques of this system in the forms of Socialism and Marxism
th
emerged in Europe in response to the Industrial Revolution in the 19 century. Socially, the artistic
bedrock upon which the world judges art and music and allows for the importance of the individual artist,
for the most part is a product of European cultural developments dating back to the Renaissance. The
understanding of European history is very important, in order to understand the modern world. Beginning
with Europe’s emergence from the political and economic chaos of the Middle Ages in the Renaissance
and continuing up to Europe’s partial unification under the European Union following the Cold War, the
class will examine the amazing six hundred years that forms the basis of so much of our world today.
Honors Option: Honors level work in an upper grade level class requires students to consistently exhibit
strong class communication skills and high quality written work. Honors level students should expect to
substantially contribute to all class activities, as well as being willing to personalize class concepts and
take intellectual risks in applying sociological theories to real life. Honors level students will often have
more homework and longer assignments. It is important that honors level students are also active
listeners, able to consider and respectfully respond to other’s comments and always exhibit a reliable
work ethic.
PHILOSOPHY AND RHETORIC (153/154)
Grades 9-12: Level 2/H
(Semester) .75 credits
Did you ever stop to wonder why you have to go to school? Perhaps you have always wanted to know
why the things that you do are judged to be either right or wrong or good or evil? Perhaps you have
noticed great conflict in our society of late and have been curious to know its source? If any of the
answers to these questions are yes, then you are a potential student of Philosophy! Congratulations, this
is the class for you!
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Every semester the students and the teacher will use the Socratic Method to explore different
philosophical debates and topics. We will examine not only eternal debates such as what the nature of
reality is and our relationship to that reality, we will also connect these classical arguments to our own
lives and the society that we live in today. We will also examine the various philosophers themselves over
time, such as Socrates, Aquinas and Nietzsche, in order to understand not only their world view, but to
make our own world view clearer as a result.
The class will read original texts, debate philosophical questions, discuss important events, and learn how
to grasp more clearly philosophical concepts by learning basic concepts of Rhetoric and Logic. The class
will be assessed through a series of short papers, a small number of standard tests, a creative project
and a final exam. Join us as we explore your mind!
PSYCHOLOGY (115/117)
Grades 11-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
This course introduces students to a wide variety of topics by examining individual and group behavior.
Psychology will allow you to better understand yourself and the world in which you live. Contemporary
problems and issues will be examined within a psychological framework. Unlike most other high school
classes, your personal experiences and participation are relevant and important for successful active
class discussion and analysis.
Units and concepts include learning, perception, consciousness, cognition, child development,
personality, psychological disorders, therapy and social psychology. Students apply psychological
knowledge to questions such as "Why am I different from everyone else?" and "Why do people think and
behave in a particular way?” Dream analysis, free association and journal writing are utilized to access
the subconscious. Experiments are used frequently to examine topics such as ESP, conditioning,
learning styles, right/left brain theories and your relationship with technology and food.
Psychology class fosters a critical appreciation for multiple theories of human development and how the
human personality is shaped by the controlling mechanisms that surround them. Teaching methods
include cooperative group work, experimentation, discussions, readings, lectures, role-playing, research
and audio-visual presentations.
Honors Option: Honors level work in a junior/senior heterogeneous class requires students to
consistently exhibit strong communication skills and high quality written work. Honors level students
should expect to often start and lead class and group discussions, as well as be willing to personalize and
take intellectual risks in applying psychological theories to life. Honors level students will often have more
homework and longer assignments.
Honors level students should also be active listeners able to consider and respectfully respond to other’s
comments and exhibit a reliable work ethic in all class assignments. Honors level students must be
motivated to do work that is of excellent quality.
AP PSYCHOLOGY (119)
Grades 11 -12: Advanced Placement
(Year) 1.50 credits
This is a college-level class for juniors and seniors interested in rigorous study of the human mind and
behavior. This course will develop critical thinking, study skills and analytic habits of mind needed in
college, and students will take the AP exam in May. Students are exposed to psychological facts,
principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology and will
perform experiments, test theories and question conventional wisdom about human and animal behavior.
The major content areas covered are as follows: history and approaches, research methods, biological
bases of behavior, perception, consciousness, learning, cognition, emotion, motivation, child
development, personality, intelligence, abnormal behavior and treatment, and social influences. Teaching
methods include lecture, experiments, group discussion, video excerpts, and internet research. Students
will be assessed with tests, essays, presentations, discussion, behavioral journal writing, and experiment
creation and write-ups.
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HONORS CONTEMPARY GLOBAL ISSUES (159)
Grade 12: Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisites: B average or better in last Social Studies class, Teacher recommendation & successfully
complete and submit to the teacher a summer assignment by the first day of school in September
This is designed for students who want to challenge their own thinking skills and are willing to question
assumptions. They also must engage in independent research and make classroom presentations. This
course provides students with the opportunity to examine the impact of contemporary institutions in our
society upon the individual as interpreted by various authors.
Course content includes issues and problems (selected according to timeliness of events) within the
political, economic, sociological and psychological arenas. Emphasis is placed upon analyzing the
complexity and interdependence of contemporary issues by examining the underlying values of our
institutions and, thus, society's. Included is emphasis on the potential influence of institutions on the
individual and an awareness of the dimensions of change. Students will examine contemporary issues in
technological and environmental globalism, the economic and sociological impact of black markets, the
tipping point of fads, epidemics and crime, as well as debating the solution to related problems.
Concepts examined include: values, social process, ethnocentrism, equality, freedom, social mobility,
politics, deviance, and others.
Materials are selected to provide a variety of viewpoints and interpretations and to stimulate an
examination of students' cultural and institutional biases. At least five non-fiction books are required
reading. Selected works from a variety of contemporary social critics and observers form the basic
readings for the course. No core text is used.
SOCIOLOGY: SOCIETY AND THE INDIVIDUAL (197/198)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
This elective explores the field of sociology or the study of human social behavior from a group
perspective. We will study how the individual is socialized to become a member of their society and
culture and what mechanisms control and impact this process. What are the agents of socialization
throughout the lifespan and how does it shape personality and the social self? What is the role of the
st
adolescent (teenager) in American society? What social challenges do adolescents face in the 21
century? What are the effects of social inequality in racial and ethnic relations, gender, age and health?
What is social control and how does it affect deviance and crime? Group work will often be utilized as well
as evaluated in this class. Additional teaching methods will include experimentation, discussion, Socratic
seminars, reading analysis, lectures, role-playing, research and audio-visual presentations.
Honors Option: Honors level work in an upper grade level class requires students to consistently exhibit
strong class communication skills and high quality written work. Honors level students should expect to
substantially contribute to all class activities, as well as being willing to personalize class concepts and
take intellectual risks in applying sociological theories to real life. Honors level students will often have
more homework and longer assignments. It is important that honors level students are also active
listeners, able to consider and respectfully respond to other’s comments and always exhibit a reliable
work ethic.
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SOCIOLOGY: SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND THE CHANGING WORLD (108/114)
Grades 10-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Semester) .75 credits
This spring semester elective explores the social science of sociology-the study of how groups influence
human behavior. Why do we act differently among different groups of people? Even when we are alone
we are influenced by social groups such as our society and its many institutions, and have multiple
technological ways to watch or interact with other social groups. In this course we will learn a variety of
sociological concepts and apply them to families, friends, religion, education, government and the work
place. We will examine social problems related to socio-economic class, crime and deviance, cultural
norms, media, and education. Since very little in our lives occurs outside the group context, this survey
course will let you examine many important issues using a sociological framework to understand our
actions in our society. Sociology fosters a critical analysis of American institutions, values and behavior
and emphasizes tolerance and acceptance of a variety of personalities, groups, and cultures. Group work
will often be utilized as well as evaluated in this class. Additional teaching methods will include
experimentation, discussion, Socratic seminars, reading analysis, lectures, role-playing, research and
audio-visual presentations.
Honors Option: Honors level work in an upper grade level class requires students to consistently exhibit
strong class communication skills and high quality written work. Honors level students should expect to
substantially contribute to all class activities, as well as being willing to personalize class concepts and
take intellectual risks in applying sociological theories to real life. Honors level students will often have
more homework and longer assignments. It is important that honors level students are also active
listeners, able to consider and respectfully respond to other’s comments and always exhibit a reliable
work ethic.
Written assignments consist of short, critical analyses of articles, syntheses of the major ideas in
assigned reading, and longer more formal seminar presentations. Students will be expected to contribute
daily to class discussions, presentations, debates, and role-playing activities and class participation is a
large portion of the class grade.
Classes are conducted in an atmosphere that encourages free and open inquiry. Spirited exchange of
opinions and information is welcomed within a framework that insists on courteous respect for divergent
viewpoints. The seminar format is augmented with occasional lectures and audio-visual presentations.
LEGAL MINDS: CRIMINAL VS. CIVIL (149)
Grades 11-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75 credits
Legal Minds is a semester-long course that will provide practical legal information and expose students to
problem-solving opportunities regarding the law. Students will develop both knowledge of the law and
skills necessary for survival in our law-oriented society. The areas of law that this course will focus on are
Criminal Law and Civil Law, in particular, the differences between these two areas of law. This course
will make use of a variety of instructional methods such as Socratic seminars, independent study, small
group exercises and visual analysis activities. Community members such as lawyers, judges, and police
officers may be involved as guests in this class. The course will provide information and competency
building activities designed to provide students with the ability to analyze, evaluate and identify potential
legal issues in daily life. This course is ideal for students who are interested in the exploration of a legal
career, as this will be a theme throughout the course, and will give students the opportunity to learn how
the legal community functions.
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LEGAL MINDS: PEOPLE, PROPERTY & PROMISES (152)
Grades 11-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75 credits
Legal Minds is a semester-long course that will provide practical legal information and expose students to
problem-solving opportunities regarding the law. Students will develop both knowledge of the law and
skills necessary for survival in our law-oriented society. The areas of law that this course will focus on are
Contract Law, Family Law, Consumer Protection Law, Intellectual Property Law and Real Property
Law. This course will make use of a variety of instructional methods such as Socratic seminars,
independent study, small group exercises and visual analysis activities. Community members such as
lawyers, judges, and police officers may be involved as guests in this class. The course will provide
information and competency building activities designed to provide students with the ability to analyze,
evaluate and identify potential legal issues in daily life. This course is ideal for students who are
interested in the exploration of a legal career, as this will be a theme throughout the course, and will
give students the opportunity to learn how the legal community functions.
WORLD WAR II AND THE HOLOCAUST (150)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75 credits
What brought Europe to experience the rise of the Nazis, the Holocaust, and countless millions dead, all
in thirty years? This course will examine this and other questions by looking at the social, cultural, and
political aspects surrounding the World Wars and the Holocaust. Students will study the rise of radical
and reactionary governments in Europe such as Hitler’s Germany, the causes and effects of World War I
and II, the evolution of the Holocaust, and what this era means for Europeans and the world.
The period of the World Wars provides us with valuable lessons on the human condition. Compassion,
cruelty, anger, forgiveness, responsibility, our constraints and capabilities, will all be considered as we
analyze individual and group choices then and now. In addition, the class will explore issues of
government and the importance of democracy.
This class will utilize various texts, film, class discussion, debate, period propaganda, accounts from
perpetrators and victims, individual and group projects, political cartoons, as well as current technology.
Students will be expected to critically analyze material with a mature, empathetic attitude.
INTEREST ELECTIVES
CAPE YOUTH FORCE (163)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75 credits
This is an advanced leadership and government class that will actually become the Cape Youth Force. In
collaboration with the Cape Cod Foundation, this class will research, review and select from local grants
from our school and local community, and decide who will be awarded money. The class will also learn
about local, state and national government while also learning about and exercising citizenship and
service. Students interested in effecting change in their community will get an engaging hands-on
experience in this class, and have real opportunities to make choices and explore important issues in our
communities. Students will also gain experience with local non-profit agencies, the grant process,
fundraising, philanthropy, and community engagement.
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CURRENT EVENTS (184/131)
Grades 8-9 &10: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
This course examines social, political and economic issues and conflicts in the contemporary world. The
issues chosen for consideration in this course vary from year to year and require students to explain the
conditions and motivations which contribute to conflict and cooperation between and among societies and
nations. Students describe and analyze the effects of technology on the global community and study the
causes, consequences and possible solutions to persisting contemporary issues such as human rights,
health, national security, resource allocation, economic development and environmental quality. They
also explore the historical background of these issues to develop an understanding of the relationship and
tensions between national sovereignty and regional/global interests. Integral to this process is an
examination of the role and function of regional, international, and multinational organizations.
Current Events provides an understanding of the historical roots of today's complex and ambiguous world
power system. Interdependence, political control, command and market economies, revolution and
technological change are the fundamental concepts emphasized.
Course materials include various texts, cartoons and readings from selected journals and newspapers
from many countries. Computer access to world information sources is available. Skill development
emphasizes research, oral presentation and critical thinking. Students are required to demonstrate their
comprehension of course information and concepts through participation in a variety of class activities
such as a model peace conference.
Instructional methods include class discussion, inquiry, guest speakers, and issues interpretation using
print and television sources. Analysis, synthesis and evaluation of world affairs are furthered through
evidence from many international sources. Written work is comprised primarily of critical analyses of
news articles and editorials.

DEBATE (134)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
This course introduces students to the principles and practices of debate. It is highly recommended that
students have already taken Communications. Employing cooperative learning and seminar format,
Debate emphasizes the development of skills in critical thinking, organization, leadership, responsibility
for teamwork and creative investigation of selected topics. No prior experience in debate is required.
The short-term goal is to enable students to analyze thoughtfully a topic/issue from opposing viewpoints,
develop an argument in a carefully designed framework and practice teamwork skills. The long-term goal
is to enable students to transfer skills acquired from debate to practical, real-life situations. Through
hands-on activities, students learn to use library indexes and the internet to research, locate and use
government documents and understand how and why current laws are enacted.
Concepts include: debate format, basic elements of debate process and types of propositions. Topics
are chosen mutually by the teacher and students to reflect current issues and concerns.
Attitudes fostered are an appreciation for differing viewpoints, courage to defend a position and openmindedness as the basis for reasoned thought and opinion.
In the class, a heavy emphasis will be placed on examining the evolution of the political, economic and
social philosophies that emerged in Europe as well as their influence not only on the course of events in
the time period but on the modern world today. The students will be examining the evolution of the arts,
both visually and musically, and their impact on modern culture today. In addition students will read and
discuss primary source documents as well as examine how historians assemble history from such
sources.
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THE HISTORY OF HOME AND HEARTH IN THE UNITED STATES (181)
Grades 9-10: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
This course is designed to introduce students to the history and concepts of the home in the United
States. From the colonial era to the present, homes have been gathering places, and have served varying
purposes across cultures. We will explore the many complex issues and challenges, cultural, societal,
financial that have influenced the evolution of the American home. There will be an emphasis on handson projects, designed to immerse students in the experience of specific eras of American History.
CULTURE & SOCIETY THROUGH eSPORTS
Grades 8-9 (164): Level 2
Grades 10-12 (199): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Competitive gaming (eSports) has grown to become a billion dollar industry which has created the
possibility of lucrative careers for players and scholarships to play eSports at the collegiate level. The
class will explore the history of gaming and serve as an introduction to the world of eSports. Students will
focus on self-management, goal setting and decision making skills, as well as encouraging strong group
collaboration, communication and problem solving. Students will have the opportunity to explore career
options in the emerging field of esports, in addition to exploring media coverage and financial aspects of
the industry. Play will focus on the games approved by the Massachusetts School Administrators'
Association ( MSAA) eSports program: League of Legends, SMITE and Rocket League. Students will
have the opportunity to join the DYRHS eSports team and compete against other schools throughout
Massachusetts.
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Visual Arts Department Curriculum Chart
Painting
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Advanced Painting
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr
Advanced Printmaking
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Printmaking
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Visual Arts I
Gr 8-10
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr
Visual Arts II
Gr 8-10
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Drawing
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Portfolio
Gr 11-12
Lev 2/H
Year
1.50 Cr

Advanced Sculpture
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Sculpture
Gr 9-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

For computer based Graphic
Design I & II and Animation classes
please see Technology

AP 3D Art & Design
Gr 11-12
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

Advanced Ceramics
Gr 11-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Ceramics
Gr 9-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Advanced Digital Photo
Gr 10-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Intro to Digital Photo
Gr 8-10
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Darkroom Photo
Gr 11-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Adaptive Visual Arts
Gr 9-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr
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AP Drawing
Gr 11-12
Lev AP
Year
1.50 Cr

Advanced Darkroom Photo
Gr 11-12
Lev 2
Sem
.50 Cr

Advertising
Gr 11-12 Lev 2
Sem
.75 Cr

VISUAL ARTS
The Dennis-Yarmouth Visual Arts Department offers a wide range of studio-based courses ranging from
fundamental and introductory art, to more concentrated and skill based art of various levels and interests.
Courses available include: Drawing, Printmaking, Painting and Advanced Painting, Sculpture and
Advanced Sculpture, Ceramics and Advanced Ceramics, Digital Photography, Traditional Darkroom
Photography, Advertising and Mixed-Media. An Adaptive Visual Arts class provides students interested in
the field of education, human services and leadership an opportunity to work closely with a diverse
population of students while implementing and facilitating art curricula. College Portfolio-building and
Advanced Placement Studio Art courses are also offered in both 2-D and 3-D concentrations. Explore the
infinite possibilities of your creative expression with our experienced, knowledgeable and dedicated staff.
VISUAL ARTS I (538)(568)
Grades (8) / (9-10): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Visual Arts I is an introductory, initial course designed to provide an entry level, comprehensive class for
all 8-10 graders prior to proceeding to the varied art elective options. This course offers students the
experience of exploring various assignments to help prepare them for the upper level art courses, and is
a prerequisite for all other art courses. Students must pass this course in order to move forward.
VISUAL ARTS II (535)
Grades 9-10: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Visual Arts I
Visual Arts II is a continuation and expansion of the fundamentals covered in Visual Arts I. This course is
designed for motivated students interested in improving their art skills and enhancing their artwork.
Completion of this course is highly encouraged for all 8-10 graders before electing to take additional
courses in the Visual Arts Department.
MIXED-MEDIA(572)(569)
Grades (8) / (9-10): Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Visual Arts I or II
Mixed-Media is an entry level, comprehensive art course for 8-10 graders prior to specializing in other art
electives. This course focuses on combining mediums in both Two-Dimensional (2-D) and ThreeDimensional (3-D) with the intent to offer students various entry level assignments based on the upper
level art electives. Completion of this course is highly encouraged for all 8-10 graders before electing to
take additional courses in the Visual Arts Department.
DRAWING (553)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Visual Arts I, II or Mixed-Media
Drawing is an advanced course that provides students who are interested in further developing their
drawing skills with the opportunity to explore and create individual 2-D works of art. Assignments focus on
exploring compositional possibilities with an emphasis on connecting, creating, presenting and
responding with an assortment of drawing materials. A variety of formative assessments are integrated in
an effort to encourage students to find their own style of drawing while applying creative problem solving
skills.
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PRINTMAKING (554)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Visual Arts I, II, Mixed-Media or Drawing
Printmaking provides students with the opportunity to employ critical thinking skills, while investigating
and developing multiple relief printing processes of increasing skill levels. Several types of linoleum and
carving tools will be used while practicing safe carving processes and techniques. Upper level art
students are encouraged to take this course and experiment with a unique and exciting art medium.
PAINTING (552)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Visual Arts I, II and/or Mixed-Media
Painting provides students an opportunity to learn and practice the basic concepts of design, color theory
and painting applications. Students will explore the painting medium while applying creative problem
solving skills in the development of design through a variety of formative assignments. The courses final
summative assignments give students the opportunity to demonstrate their growth and progress of
painting and design skills.
ADVANCED PAINTING (545)
Grades 10–12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Painting and Drawing
Advanced Painting applies color theory and painting techniques acquired in the prerequisite course while
obtaining an increased understanding and use of the painting medium through creating and conveying
visual meaning. Students electing this course should possess a sincere interest in the visual arts and the
desire to develop a personal style of painting. The philosophy of this course is based on the standards of
connecting, creating, responding and presenting. Topics of study are based on observation and may
include: the still-life, landscape, portraiture and conceptual art.
PORTFOLIO (557/562)
Grades 11-12: Level 2 and Honors
(Year) 1.50 credits

Prerequisite: Successful completion of at least three of the upper level and/or advanced art courses.
Submission of a portfolio for review prior to enrolling and/or written recommendation by a Visual Arts
Department faculty member.
Portfolio is intended for the student intent on a career and/or future focused in the visual arts and one who
has, ideally, taken and succeeded in most of the other studio arts classes. The preparation of the
students’ portfolio is the major course objective. Assignments will be focused on demonstrating the ability
to think creatively and critically.
Honors Option: Honors work will require a comprehensive career plan including advanced education
intentions, reports on college research (or visits) and practice essays. All Honors students will create an
on-line portfolio. The work will be displayed with an accompanying artist statement and preliminary
sketches illustrating the process as well as the results.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT DRAWING (542)
Grades 11-12: AP
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Portfolio and recommendation by a Visual Arts Department
faculty member. Required meeting for summer work and receipt of parent/student contracts.
Advanced Placement Drawing is a college level course and is intended for highly motivated students
seriously interested in careers in the visual arts or those with a deep passion for making art. Considerable
out of class time is required, including summer assignments prior to taking the class. Units of study are
defined by the College Board and are intended to satisfy the required sections of the exam. Students will
be expected to produce 20 new works from summer to late April. All work is submitted the first week in
May during the A.P. Exam period and includes artwork and supporting artist statements. Regular critique
and one-on-one guidance are designed to assist the student in achieving this highly personal and
complex portfolio.
SCULPTURE (546)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Visual Arts I, II, or Mixed-Media
Sculpture provides students with the knowledge and opportunity to explore and create individual 3-D
works of art. This course focuses on the concepts of shape, form, texture, and unity using found objects,
paper, wood, metals, textiles, etc. Individualized instruction, demonstration, group and self-critiques,
along with ongoing studio work will be continually offered and assessed. Critical thinking and creative
problem solving through the development of original ideas and unique works of art are highly encouraged.
ADVANCED SCULPTURE (512)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Sculpture
Advanced Sculpture applies techniques and skills acquired in Sculpture to continue the exploration and
creation of individual 3-D works of art. Students electing this course possess a sincere interest in the
Visual Arts and the desire to develop a personal style. The philosophy of this course is based on
promoting an increased personal awareness while using past historical references.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT 3D Art & Design (548)
Grades 11-12: Level AP
(Year) 1.50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Advanced Sculpture and/or Advanced Ceramics (both
preferred). Recommendation from Sculpture/ Ceramics Instructor required as well as a meeting regarding
summer work and parent/student contracts.
Advanced Placement 3D Art is a college level course and is intended for highly motivated students
seriously interested in careers in the 3D Visual Arts or those with a deep passion for making art.
Considerable out of class time is required, including summer assignments prior to taking the class. Units
of study are defined by the College Board and are intended to satisfy the three required sections of the
exam: Breadth, Quality, and Concentration. Students will be expected to produce 20-25 new works from
the summer prior to the class until late April. All work is submitted the first week in May during the AP
Exam period and includes written support as well as artwork. Regular critique and one on one guidance
are designed to assist the student in achieving this highly personal and complex portfolio.
Please Note: This is a class especially designed for students considering careers in the 3-D Visual
Arts (including figurative and non-figurative sculpture, architectural models, metal work,
ceramics, 3-D fiber arts/fashion, jewelry and body adornment, and time-based media). It is
expected that all students prepare a portfolio in accordance with instructor directions.
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CERAMICS (547)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Visual Arts I, II, or Mixed-Media
Ceramics exposes students to the art of ceramics through participation in a studio atmosphere. The
course and grading procedures are designed to nurture certain values inherent to the Elements of Art and
Principles of design. The class is often divided into two groups. While one group receives instruction on
the pottery wheel, the other group works on previously instructed hand building techniques. Studio
etiquette, proper material handling and individual clean-up is expected and highly enforced. Dedication,
maturity and a sense of pride in one's work and craftsmanship is highly encouraged.
ADVANCED CERAMICS (550)
Grades 11-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Ceramics
Advanced Ceramics applies the three hand-building and basic throwing techniques learned in Ceramics
to achieve a more advanced understanding and appreciation of the medium. Students will enhance
problem-solving skills and incorporate a continued use of Art elements & Principles in their work.
Individuals taking this course practice mature, independent and respectful attitudes and practices while
taking serious pride in their work and character.
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY (501)
Grades 8-10: Level 2 (Semester) .50 credits
Digital Photography is an introduction to the art of photography, digital based art and the process of
acquiring, manipulating and sharing photographic images and artwork. Adobe Photoshop®, and other
applications currently available to students are the primary sources for completing work. Students will
explore different avenues of visual communication, self-expression and creative problem-solving through
the creation of commercial, interactive, and fine art. All work is based upon the study, aesthetics,
purpose, and criticism of digital and traditional art practices and techniques.
DARKROOM PHOTOGRAPHY (536)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of VA I, II, Digital Photography or Mixed-Media
Darkroom Photography is designed for students interested in traditional photography as a means of visual
communication and explores the techniques and applications for developing and printing film and images
in the chemical darkroom. The course will include the mechanics of a 35 mm traditional-film camera, its
handling, basic developing and printing processes of black and white film, special photographic
techniques and the presentation of the final print. Students will be required to present, assess and critique
the work of themselves and their peers.
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ADVANCED DARKROOM PHOTOGRAPHY (556)
Grades 11-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Darkroom Photography
Advanced Darkroom Photography is designed for students who wish to continue their study of traditional
photography as a means of visual communication and creative expression. Students will review
photographic and darkroom processes and key concepts introduced in the Darkroom Photography class.
Past and present references of materials, techniques and art photographers will be a critical influence in
acquiring additional skills, content knowledge and the development of a final portfolio. Focus on the final
portfolio will be reflective of personal style and individual interest. Students will be required to present,
assess and critique the work of themselves and their peers.
ADVERTISING (502)
Grades 10-12: Level 2
(Semester) .75 credits
Prerequisite: Successful completion of VA I, II, Digital Photography or Mixed-Media
Advertising enables students to better process and analyze visual information through the use of relevant
vocabulary and critical visual literacy skills. Observations and assessments with individual and collective
interpretations are discussed and analyzed. Students will study the history of advertising while connecting
the evolutionary changes with media and culture.
ADAPTIVE VISUAL ARTS(541)
Grades 9-12: Level 2
(Semester) .50 credits
Adaptive Visual Arts provides students interested in the field of education, human services and leadership
an opportunity to work closely with a diverse population of students while implementing and facilitating a
variety of art related lessons. Students with a range of learning variables interact and learn with their
peers in a supportive environment. Students enrolled in AVA will act both as collaborative learners and
teacher/mentors. Guided instruction will be provided by the classroom teacher along with student specific
accommodations. This course is strongly recommended for students who would like to gain personal
confidence and interaction skills in a positive social setting.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION
Programs in the Special Education department are designed to meet the individual needs of students.
In addition to learning the curriculum, students will work to acquire the skills to be independent, life-long
learners. Students are encouraged to develop a positive attitude toward learning. To monitor this
progress, students are expected to attend class regularly, bring necessary materials, demonstrate
respectful behavior, accept responsibility, and actively participate in their classes.

WAVE
Wellness Academic Vocational Excellence
The WAVE Program services special education students with intellectual impairments. This
substantially separate program is designed to provide the necessary supports, skills, and guidance for
students with disabilities to achieve their transition and post-secondary goals. All ages within the
program develop lifelong skills in the areas of communication, personal wellness, activities of daily
living, pre vocational and vocational readiness and social skills in order to function independently or
with supports within their community.
Students ages 13 through 18 years old engage in courses in the following content areas to complete
their MCAS Portfolio Assessment: Science/Technology/Engineering; Mathematics; English Language
Arts. These students also participate in functional academic courses, enrichment courses, and
prevocational training both on and off campus. Students may have the opportunity to participate with
general education peers in a variety of settings.
Students ages 18 through 22 participate in a wide range of vocational and transitional opportunities
that will prepare them for post-secondary life. These students receive a blend of functional academics,
daily living skills, interpersonal skills, community awareness, transportation skills, along with a variety
of work based experiences within their community. The students receive the training and supports
necessary to guide them towards independence in becoming an active citizen.
CAREER EXPLORERS: BEST BUDDIES (863)
The Best Buddies program at DY will integrate students with and without disabilities. The program offers
social mentoring and meaningful activities for students, which improves the quality of life and level of
inclusion for a population that is often excluded. The activities for the course will include community
service projects, social activities, and team sports skills training. Students who are often unable to
participate in traditional school sports teams will have the opportunity to be part of a team which will focus
not only on skills, but on teamwork.
SEA-2
Substantially separate special education program for students with complex care needs.
The SEA2 Program serves students with complex care needs focusing on functional academic and
communication skills, as well as transition from high school to adult services. Depending on the students’
IEPs, services including speech language, physical and occupational therapies are provided within the
classroom and school setting. A program nurse is also available to those that require that level of care.
The SEA2 program is divided into two groupings: Undergraduate (students working toward a Certificate
of Attendance) and Postgraduate (students who have received a Certificate of Attendance and are
preparing to transition from high school to adult services).
Group 1: Undergraduate (Entry to DYRHS to 18 Years of Age)
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The Undergraduate Program focuses on access to school based adaptive related arts, specialized
instruction, therapeutic interventions and introduction to transition services. Inclusion in adaptive visual
arts and adaptive physical education is facilitated on a rotating schedule. The goal is for students to
access the school community to make meaningful social connections. Reverse inclusion is also offered in
the classroom. Reverse inclusion occurs when the *CESE students facilitate group art projects, book
clubs and social time with the SEA2 students. Academic programming and student schedules are
individualized and determined at the students’ Team meetings.
Group 2: Postgraduate (18 Years of Age to 22 Years of Age)
The Postgraduate Program focuses on the four domains of transition: employment, post-secondary
education, independent living (where appropriate) and fitness and leisure. Students will begin to explore
community awareness through school and community outings. Students’ will continue to receive
therapies as dictated by their IEPs and generalize these skills within the community. Outings will focus
on the four domains of transition as well as life skills, cultural experiences and recreational opportunities.
Community awareness begins in the classroom and is generalized in the Dennis-Yarmouth community
along with other Cape Cod towns. While in the community, students are also creating those meaningful
social connections that they can carry with them beyond their time in high school. Students and families
will participate in interest surveys based on the four domains of transition. The results of these
assessments will dictate transition goals/objectives and assist in developing a transition plan going
forward.

*Career Exploration in Special Education (CESE) is an elective course for students to study different
aspects of special education and related fields. This experience is for those who are on track to
attend college, vocational schools or certificate programs to prepare for careers in professions such
as Special Education, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Speech Language Pathology,
Teacher of Visually Impaired, Personal Care Assistant, etc.
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